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WASHINGTON 23. D.? 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. J. Lee Rankln ,. :.;. :: 

General Counsel 
_ .I 

..a :: . . a. 
President’s Commission on :.,.; 
the Assasstnation of President . * ‘-5F . ..-A., :, 4. 

;.., ;:-.,-. 
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SUJ3JECT: : 
. . . 

. ..t.TW*. __-_---I_- 
_ ‘. sid.ent DORTICOS and Am- 

. . i;*.. .i.. _.i.: _ -.-.. -___ -__-- . --__ . . ...-2 ,. 
,. 

.twsziacLo~~~~?3Z-~r ma s , ‘8 -1 ‘I _ 
Cuban Ambassador to Mexico. 

. > _ .. .v. 
-------- --- 
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1. On 5 May, Mr. Slawson of your staff requested that -.. . . 

the CIA supply to the Commission a new translation of the 
.._: : 

:_.. 

conversations between Cuban President DORTICOS and the 

Cuban Ambassador to Mexico, Joaquin HERNANDSZ Armas, 

which took place on 26 November 1963. 

,. . . . .-- 
; _,:_. 

-.:y .I.. 
, , . ,  ;y.-.. 

_, ;.::-’ 

- .  ,  1 :  
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2. In response to Mr. Slawson’s request, we have re- 

translated these transcripts, using our most able Cuban 

Obscure passages have been annotated by the ltnguists. 

translators. Taking *into consideration the poor- telephone 

.-- 1 

. . . : .  

.- . 
1 . . : 

-. :.- 
_i’ _, -. 

‘. 
connection, the translations, which are attached to thts memo-. 

randum, are believed to be the best that could be made. 

. 

3. The extreme sensitivity of these transcripts is 

known to you. Mr.[ qb 2-f my staff briefed Mr. Slawson 

on the sign’tiicance of this material to U. S. security, and the 

grave damage that would be done to U.S. interests Lf its 

existence became public knowledge. I request, therefore, . 

.that knowledge of this transcript and its source be restricted 

within your staff and, when knowledge of its content is given 

members of the Commission, they be similarly briefed by you. .’ 

Material that is traceable to these transcripts should not be . 
used in any written statement or report. 
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4. An appropriate sensitivity indicator has been 

affixed to this material. 

R ichard .Helms 

Deputy Director for Plans 

Attachment - a/s 
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Transcript s of Telephone Conversations Between Osvaldo DORTICOS, 
President of Cuba and.Joaquin HERNANDEZ Armas, Cuban Ambassador 

to Mexico, on 29 November I.963 

WI: 

MLDO. 

HLDO: 

JHA: 

UHM: 

UHW: 

AUHM: 

SYMBOLS USED 

Woman Inside 

Mexican Long Distance Telephone Operator 

Havana Long Distance Telephone Operator 

Joaquin HERNbNDEZ Armas, Cuban Ambassador to Mexico 

Unidentified Havana Man - Subsequently Identified as the 

Private Secretary of President DORTICOS 

Unidentified Havana Woman - She obviously is an official or 

Secretary in the Presidential Office Since She Refers to the 

Ambassador as “Companero” 

Another Utidentified Havana Male - Subsequently Identified 

by the Voice as Osvaldo DORTICOS : 

-- .  , -  . --- . .  _ .,_ _.. 
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CUBAN EMBASSY (Telephone Number lc!-12-37) 

Date: 26 November 1?63 

Time: 0924 hours’ 

WI (Probably Peregrina ALONSO Baldon.edo, Third Secretary and 

Secretary to the Ambassador): Embassy of ‘Cuba. Good 

Morning. 

MLDO: Hello. 

WI: Yes. Go ahead. 

MLDO: 

HLDO: 

Mr. HERNANDEZ de ARMU being called from Havana. 

Hello. 

MLDO: Just a moment. 

WI: Just a moment, sir, 

MLDO: They are going to call him, just a moment (this to HLDO). 

HLDO: Just a moment -- 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

{Takes phone) I’m listening, I’m listening. 

Listen. 

JHX: Yes, I’m listening. 

HLDO: Can you hear me? 

JHA: Yes, I can hear you. 

HLDO: ‘(I would like to talk) with “indendente” (sic) de ARMAS. 

JHA: Yes, I can hear you. 
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, HLDO: Just a moment, 

MLDO: Just a moment sir, please. 

MLDO: 

.L 

(Apparently to someone at telephone exchange) Yes, 

thank you. (To JHA) Just a moment, sir. 

JHA: (Not part of telephone conversation but an aside to 

someone else who is apparectly standing by the phone 

with him) He probably will want to talk about that 

matter of VARICH (phonetic). 

Unidentified 

Man: (Conversing with JHA and picked up by phone) But man 

I already told you “&at I took care of that on the outside’. 

JHA: 

MLDO: 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

UHM: 

I told you to try to locate him for Races (or Jose) 

Let’s see if we can locate him (conversation above’ 
is between JHA and the unidentified man, not into 

the telephone). 

Just a moment -- 

Yes. 

Is this “intendiente” (sic - phonetic) de ARMAS? 

(To Havana party) Go ahead and talk. 

Listen. 

Is t*his “interdente” (sic) de ARMAS 

Yes. 

Can you hear me well? 

J,st a moment -- 
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AU&u: 

JHA: 

AUHM: 

JHA: 

AUHM: 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

JHA: 

047 -052 

JH4: 

UHM: 

JHA: 

UHM: 

JI-LA: 

AUF&t: 

-- .,-. .., . . ._ 
\.I./,’ *x 

i 

--..--* -- I’- . 8 * 
sz; ,- -: c .,,_ . :, .y - 

) I. f I.10 
.- ,.. _ . 

‘9, .._.I . . -..-.._ 7 -- 
ARMAS, can you hear me? (‘signal is estremely weak) 

4 
Yes. I can hear you. 

ARMAS, (begins to speak but signal becomes unintelligible). . . 

. 

Speak a little louder. 

I can’t hear a thing. 

(an aside to his companion) The struggle begins1 (He 

refers to the poor connection) 

(interrupts and asks JHA) Can? you hear well.7 

Very weak. I can hardly hear at all, 

Just a moment. Speak louder please (this to JHA). 

‘Yes. Talk. 

(Monitor’s note): Fast exchange between Havana party 
and JHA in which they both keep repeating “Can you 

hear me”? ) with “Mexico, go ahead” thrown in several. 

times by the Havana long-distance telephone operator. 

Neither party can hear the other; JHA is extremely 

aggravated. 

Yes, I am listening, 

Can you hear -- 

Yes, I can hear. Go ahead. 

Please say why -- (interrupted by JH4) 

Listen! Please talk a little louder. 

I can not hear you at ail Comrade (Companero). Dr. DORTICOS 

was going to call you, 
n*t+- 
i . 
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JEL4: 

JHA: 

UHM: Go ahead, Mexico; Speak. 

JHA: Go ahead, go ahead,‘1 can hear you. 

UHM: Why don’t you talk? We can hardly hear you. 

MLDO: (interrupts and begins to say something, then is 

interrupted by JHA). 

JHA: 

MLDO: 

I..... ._. I -I- 

(practically screaming) LISTEN! LISTEN! *. s.. 
The Havana party continues to talk, but the x- 

signal is completely drowned out by JI-IA’s yelling 8s 

into the phone) i p 

(an aside to his companion) I am.. .becauee they 

can’t hear me. 

‘. 

. 

Mis s , the problem is that I can hear him a’little bit but 

he cannot hear me at all. 

Yes, just a moment, please. We will see (if it can be 

rectified). 

( Note: Time signal in background says that it is now 0929 hours.) 

MLDO: They are going to see what can be done. One moment, 

please. 

JHA: 

MLDO: 

(extremely irritated) Yes. 

Listen, Havana! (She is interrupted by HLDO operator). 

HLDO: Please hold the line because the call has not been 

completed. 

MLDO: Yes, he is still waiting on the line. 

HLDO: One moment. 

(Apparently the call is being re -routed through other lines. The 

buzzers and voices of telephone operators are faintly discernable 

in the background), 

, 
-5- 
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JE?A: (Sot into phone, but to his companion) The trouble 

has to be there. That is what they are now trying to 

resolve. 

HLDO: Just a moment -- 

Jm: Yes, Yes. 

MLDO: You have not completed your call, right? 

JHA: No, not yet, Miss. 

MLDO: O.K. 

(Unintelligible voice in background at Cuban Embassy in Mexico 

says something about things that have to be done before the train’s 

arrival). 

UHM: 

JHA: 

UHM: 

JHA: 

UHM: 

JHA: 

UHM: 

UHM: 

Hello! Hello1 .Can you hear me? 

Yes, I can hear you. (Yelling) Yes, I can hear you! 

Can you hear me, Joaquin? 

. . 

(Practically shouting) Yes, I can hear; Speak louder; 

I can’t speak any louder Joaquin. Can you hear me now? 

Yes, I can hear you now, 

Look, I am calling you for the following; I want you 

to tell me concretely what I am going to ask you. Are 

you listening ? 

Yes. 

(This is Dorticos) I have a report given to me yesterday 
ys$~. 
cl.-.:.; 9. 

by a companion. . . bignal fade D and becomes unintelligible) Iv-.y: e.. a.,;- 
. . .from the Embassy there, from the Consulate-. C&n you 

hear ‘me 7 
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JHA: I can hear you very badly now. Please repeat what you 
just said. (an aside to hi3 companion) This is horrible! 

(To his caller from Havana) I can’t hear anything.’ 

A4LDO: (Interrupts) Please allow me.. .just a moment -- 

UHhl: I am listening. 

JHA: Yes! Yes! 

background 

is talking) . 

“dear me” 

Yes! Yes! (unidentified male voice in 

says thatitis “Comrade DORTICOS” who 

(JKA utters the Spanish equinlant of 

(caramba). (A long pause, then the 
unidentified male companion of JHA says that the 

trouble is all there; He adds that he would have 

placed a telegram and avoided all this mess. JHA 

says that this is rdiculous). 

JHA: Yes? 

HLDO: “Intedente de ARMAS”? 

JHA: Yes. 

HLDO: Hello! Can% you hear? 

JHA: I can hear you, but a moment ago I could not hear a 

thing. Tell him to talk, to see if I can hear and have 
him tell me who is calling. 

HLDO: 

JX4: 

-. . . . * f  , . 
r-J..,% 

'&SC 
t' c 

. 

. :. . 

The person talking is Dr. Osvaldo (transmission 

completely cuts off) 

I can hear something about a Doctor but after that I can 

UHM: 

MLDO: 

HLDO: 

hear nothing; 

(Very faintly in background) I can’t hear a thing, 

cfo HLDO) Your caller’s voice is fragmented. 

(to MLDO) EAy caller’s transmission is fragmented? 

MLDO: Yes. ii& :‘-:+., . 

HLDO: One moment. 
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JH4: 

MLDO: (To HLDO) Who is talking in Havana? (To JHA) 

Just a moment, sir, because we cannot hear a thing. 

lMLD0 (Repeats to HLDO) He wants to iurow with whom he is 

talking. (H avana reply inaudible but operator gets it) 
(To JH.4) Mr. DORTICOS. . 

JHA: Ah, DORTICOS; 

MLDO: But we can’t hear him at all. DORTICOS is talking, but 

we can’t hear him at all. 

HLDO: 

JHA: 

Hello I 

Yes, go ahead. 

%DO: Can’t you hear? 

JHA: Yes, I can hear now. 

HLDO: (to her party) He can hear you no,w, go ahead. 

UHM: (extremely rapid Spanish) Are’you there? Just a 

moment.- Someone is going to speak to you. 

SF.y,‘.r*. ,  

L 

- .  .  .  .  .  

( .  
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.a .  J .  . . I  

(Interrupts chatter between operators and tells the 

Mexican long-distance operator to have the Havana 

long -dis tax e operator identify the caller). 

DORTICOS: Can you hear me now? 

JHA: Yes, very badly, but I can hear you Mr. President. 

Go ahead. 
.. 

DORTICOS:I want you to answer me concretely only what I am 

going to ask you. Can you hear? 

JHA: (Shouting) Yes! I can hear. 

DORTICOS: Listen to me. 

JIzL4: Yes. 

DORTICOS: A comrade of ours that was there at the ‘Embassy.. . 
(signal fade a). . .with the young lady recently detained. . . 

. . 
I .,__ . . 
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JTI-W: 

HLDO: 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

J&l: 

HLDO: 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

(interrupts by saying to himself) How horrible! ’ 
-(He refers to the fact that the signal has faded eo 

badly that it is now inaudible.) 

(very faintly in background) Hello! Hello! 

(muttering to himself) This is horrible, can’t hear a 

thing. 

Please go ahead. Speak. 

(makes an exasperated remark, unidentified male voice 

in background remarks, “I wonder what Fatty wants”, 
referring to DORTICOS). . . 

Listen-- 

Yes. 

Please, can’t you hear, Comrade DORTICOS? 

At the beginning, yes; I can hear him, but immediately 
thereafter he fades out; This is something quite 

significant (he refers to the fact that DORTICOSr voice 
fades out). 

Hello. Can you hear me now? (very faint) 
I  

At this instant, yes; At this moment, yes. 

Wait, just a moment. 

(Time signal in background says that it is nowr 0938 hours); 

HLDO: Hello, 

Yes. Go ahead. (h e sighs and says “Ay caray”) 

,. p.. 

-.’ .:- F... 
, : up . 

k-i 
Comrade? ,. * 

L 

Yes T 
: ,Rpc. 

% 

Just a mome,?-t:. This has taken some doing (obviously she 
*P-I-- 

refers to the completion of the phone call) 
. 
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HLDO: 

UHW: 

Just a moment, please, 

l?G 
Hello, Comrade HERNANDXZ. Hello, Comrade HERNANDEZ. L/$+ , ..* 

Yes, Yes, I am listening. 

UHW: Comrade DORTICOS 

DORTICOS: Hello. 

JHA: Yes, go ahead. 

asks that you talk to him, please. 

HLDO: With whom is DORTIGOS talking7 This is a comedy of 

errors. 
- 

DO RTICOS: 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

(very faintly) Can you hear me? . 
i.- . 

Yes, I can hear you. (To himself) This is horrible. 
(To DORTICOS) Very badly, Mr. President. 

One moment please. Mr. HERNANDEZ? 
I:. ._: 

:-I 

JHA: Yes. 

UHW: Comrade HERNANDEZ, can you hear me well? 

JHA: 

UHW: 

At this instant, yes. 

Good, good. Comrade DORTICOS is going to speak to 

you. 

DORTICOS: Can you hear me now? 

SHA: At this moment, yes. 

DORTICOS: Good, look -c 

Yes -- 

DORTICOS: Last night.‘. . (voice fades). . .I was informed. + ; 

JHA: Yes? 

?.._ - ._.-_._. ._ _. . . 

\ . . -  - .  

.  
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DORTICOS: That they had grabbed,. .(voice fades). . .in our consulate.. . 
(voice fades again) . . .by the Federal Police of that place. 
Can you hear me? 

4 

JH4: Ye;. (Note: He cannot make out a work that DORTICOS 

is saying). Please repeat what you said, Mr. President. 

(A4 remtik by someone who is in JHAts co,mpany and is 
obviously listening in on an ezctension, “He said something 

about the Consulate). 

178: Telephone operator checks to see if call has been completed 

and keeps repeating “Hello I Hello! ‘I until JHA replies, 

“Yes?” 

MLDO: Interrupts to tell JHA that the Havana caller is still 
on the line but that she can hardly hear him. 

HLDO: Hello. Is this Mexico talking? 

JHA: Yes. 

DORTICOS:coming in a little stronger) Can you hear me? 

JHA: 

HLDO: 

Yes, I can hear you now-- 

(interrupts and says that they will attempt to put 

the call through the New York circuit) JHA keeps 

repeating to himself, “This is horrible”. 

(Unidentified male with JHA refers to something that happened 

at the Gate, which is unrelated to conversation at hand). 

MLDO: (Cbming in loud and clear) Please go ahead and 

talk, sir. 

UHW: Is this Comrade HERNANDEZ? 

JHA: Yes. 

UHW: Please go ahead and talk. 

JHA: (shouting into phone) I can hear you very weakly and 
very bad. 
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MLDO: Your party is on the line now. See if he can here you now. 

*I 
DORTICOS: Can you hear me? (the signal is extremely weak) 

MLDO: He asks ii you can hear him7 
‘. * 

. 

(Unidentified male with JHA remarks that the whole world can hear 

except the interested parties) 

JHA: (chews out the Mexican long-distance operator) He asks 
how it is that the operators can hear the,mselves so well, 

including the presidential secretary, but when the President 

gets on the phone the signal fades out. He calls it a 

strange phenomenon and how can she explain it. 

MLDO: Just a moment. 

MLDO: Just a moment, sir, please. 

Dorticos’ Presidential Secretary: Hello, Mexico. Are you there, 

Comrade? We shall speak to you in a moment. 

UHW: Can you hear me well now? ; 
i 

JHA: Yes. 

UHW : Answer, please. 

4Havana operators can be heard in the background discussing the 

routing of the call) 

MLDO: (to JHA) They ar e changing lines in an effort to 

improve the signal; “. 
. 

JM: Yes. 0.x; 

Another round of extended “can you hear me?“, interspersed with 

JHAt3 shouts of “yes” , in which the Havana long-distance operator, 
the Presidential Secretary and the unidentified -Havana female 

participate. 

DORTICOS: Is this Joaquin speaking.? 

JHA: Ye,s, this the &rbassador speaEdng l 
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JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICUS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

(voice fades --becomes inaudible). . . relating to the 
case of the woman. . .(voice fades agaln). . . that 

was detained there. . . . t 

Yes. 
. 

I want to ask you a few clarifications concerning the 

case, since we are in a hurry over here. Can you 
hear me 7 

Yes. 

Is it true that some blackmail boys, which you mentton 
In your conftdential report here--form the Federal 

Police of that country-- attempted to force Sllvla 

DURAN to say, with promises of leniency, that we 
had offered money to “the American”? 

No, no. Nothing about money, 

They detained her and tried to force her. . . (interruption 

by JHA) 

She was arrested and was Lnterrogated concerning the 

details of this visit and a visa application, 

Yes. 

She then said that she had requested a visa, had filled 

out the necessary forms, and that the reply of our 

Government had been negattve. The visa was not 
obtained. 

.’ ” ,. 
(His voice fades away. ) ,.. 

I can’t hear you now, Mr. President. 

- .- . . 

I  

-- . -* . . is3 j& 

(Inaudtble) {Sounds as though he asks if he /xRMAS! has-.‘.. 

c/*.: 
” r ,;,:.T 

L..**h. 
- 

spoken with her.) 
!+T d 
,;-L;i:; 

. 
Yes. Yesterday was the first chance that I had to speak ,+ 

with her and I immediately prepared my report. 
. m 

r 
f C. 
i .  

.  .  
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DORTJCOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

3x4: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTXCOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: What did they ask her? 

J’rW: They asked her concretely if she knew thts individual. . . 
DORTICOS interrupts) . 

Intimate relations? DOR TICOS: 

JE.4: 

Do you understand. . . if everythtng. . . (inaudible). . . 

it is best If all the facts are known. . .(Lnaudtble). . . 

the people are receiving it well here, 

Yes. 

You were tellLng me? 

I was telltng you that she was arrested on Saturday 

af te rnoon, and released at dawn next morning. ^ 

Yes. 

And yesterday I finally succeeded Ln locating her and ” 

talking to her. She received me, and I took advantage ; 

of the fact that one of our planes was preparing to 

leave with our matl. 

Yes, yes,. I know you sent it. I have the document here. 

You don’t have to tell me about that. i . 

Yes. 

Yes. 

The tnctdents that I have just ftnished relating occurred, 
and in addttton the Lnterrogation. . .(DORTICOS in- 

terrupts). 

Yes. And she denled it, saying that he was but one of ’ 

hundreds of cases of persons who came to the Consulate 
requesting visas, and that the only reason that she re- 

called some of the specific details of this case was 
because this man created an tncident with our Consul. . , 

(DORTICOS interrupts). 
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DORTICOS: (inaudible in background. It appears that he is asking 
for a .11 details of the incident) 

JHA: Wa 9 involved in an incident in which Consul AZCUE 
rebuked him and practically threw him out of the 

consulate; 

DORTICOS: Yes. 

JHA: Yes. 

DORTICOS: Was she mistreated? 

JHA: Yes. 

DORTICOS: What did they do to her? 

JHA: She has black and blue marks on her arms, which she 

said she got during the interrogation process. They 

were squeezing her arms. 
“,... 

11.... -. ,I 

. . . . . 
I 

iii5 !-” 

DORTICOS: In what form did the girl relate to you the facts of the 

incident? (Note: reference is to the Mexican 
interrogation) i 

JHA: In this manner, Mr; President. They went to her : 
house, placed her under arrest and took her to the 

offices of the Federal Police, and there she was 

interrogated to the degree already related to you. 

DORTICOS:Ah, ha! 

JHA: Ah, ha! 

DORTICOS: Exactly what transpired when whe ,was mistreated? 

JHA: The mistreatment occured during interrogation, as 
they attempted to impress her, so that she would 
confess every-t-hing that she knew. It was then ’ 

that she was grabbed by the arms and they shoved her 
around (unos empunones) 

DORTICOS: Listen, Joaquin. 

JHA: Yes. 
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3X-M: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JM: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

Anyway, Lf you can locate her. . . (JHA Lnterrupts) 

Yes. 

DORTICOS: Can you locate her now? 

JHA: Yes, str. 

DORTICOS: Good, ask her a little bit more about the questtons she 

was asked and call me. 

JHA: 

DOR TICOS: 

WA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

No, no absolutely not. 

Ah, ha1 

It seems that. . . (DORTICOS interrupts) , 

Did they attempt to get a dlspdsition from her? 
‘: 

No, no, absolutely not, . . accordtng to her account 

they 1Lmtted themselvea to investigating her relations 
and those of her husband with this Lndlvidual. 

AnythLng said about mocey? 

No, no, I haven’t said anything about money. I 
haven’t spoken anything about that; that is to say, I 

wasn’t told to talk to her about that (DORTICOS Ln- 

terrupts), 

Other Comrades of ours were asked about that. 

Well her. . . I asked her if they had made,. . . interest 

tn. . . Lf they had Lnterrogated of the Lntentton. . . Lf 
other purposes wer e involved, and she absolutely dtd 

not mentton anything about that (Note: He means an . 
tnquiry about money). She dtd not tell me anything 

about that. 

Perfectly, 

0, K. I wtll awalt your call. 

Yes str, Mr. President. I wtll do Lt immedtately. 
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Second Conversation Between President DORTICOS and hbassador 

Date: 26 November 1963 

Time: 1839 HOU~:B 

WI: 

MLD 0: 

Embassy of Cuba, Good Afternoon. 

One moment, please. The call to Havana by Ambassador 

Dr. Joaquin HERNANDEZ, we are working on it now. 

WI: 

MLDO; 

Very well, *Miss. 

Our direct line is interrupted, but we could route the 
call through New York. Do you want it done this way? 

WI: 

MLDO: 

WI: 

Just a moment, Miss. (Long pause) Miss. 

Yes. 

MLD 0: 

Yes, Miss, route it through New York to talk to His 
Excellency, Dr. Oswald0 DORTICOS. 

Yes. By all means. 

(Interrupted by WI) 

We will handle the call immediately. 

WI: 

MLDO: 

You will call me? 

Yes, I will cali you within a few minutes, 

WI: 

-MLDO: 

Embassy of Cuba, Good Morning. Good Afternoon. 
Hello. I’m listening. 

Havana is ready for .&zbassador Dr. Joaquia . 

F!X%RNANDEZ. 

WI: 

;-... * 
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MLDO: 

Ml: 

UHM: 

UHM: 

UHM: 

JHA: 

UHM: 

J-I-M: 

UHM: 

3H.A: 

DORTICOS: 

J-HA: 

DOR’TICOS: 

JI3A.Z 

DORTIGOS: 

JHA: 

DORTIGOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

Go ahead and talk. 

I’m listening, 

Yes. 
. . 

Just a moment. The Ambassador is going to speak 

to you. 

Hello, Hello. 

Hello. 

Can you hear me? 

Yes. 

Hello, can you hear me well. 

Perfectly, yes. 

Just a moment, 

e right. 

I’m listening. 

Ambassador. 

Yes, President. 

Yes, tell me. 

President, forgive me for having 
but the telephone line is out. 

delayed (in calling you) 

A+ ha1 

Since noon. 

It’s all right. 

I spoke with that person and she did not tell me anything 

important in addition to what I previously reported to 

you and verified orally. 

Ah, ha! 

- - . _ _ .- _ _ . _ . - . 
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JHA: 

DORTICOS: E~uactly. 

JHA: She said that no offers of any kind at ail were involved. 

DORTICOS: No, I was not inquiring about anything of the sort. 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JKA: 

DORTICOS: 

WA: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JXA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

JHA: 

DORTICOS: 

r”\ 
,- 

( .:. . 
-. 

Regarding the concrete point which you inquired 

about. J . (DORTICOS interrupts). 

Oh, that is what I understood, with the confusion. . . 

(DORTICOS interrupts). : 

No, I was referring to whether she had been threatened 

so that she would declare that the people at the 

Consulate had given money to this person. The 

American. . . . , Understand? 

No, no, nothing of the sort. 

Nothing along those lines 7 

No,, nothing of that. 

No, nothing of that . . ,.on the contrary they were 

interested only (DORTICOS interrupts). . 

We had to adjust your version of the information. . . 

(JHA interrupts). 

Yes, by all means, Mr. President. 

Then there is nothing of any importance there? 

Nothing of importance, but in any case I will submit 

shortly a memorandum containing all the details, 
because there are some details of no importance at 

all, but they are details pertinent to her declaration. 
I have asked her to prepare for me a memorandum 
containing even the most minute details so that I can 
submit it as soon as possible. 

Very well. Thank you. ,’ 
’ 

Enchanted, Mr. President, Good day., 

. 

Till we meet again. 



.r( .-- _.--.._ .A__ - 

(Ambassador hangs up) END OF CALL 

1MLDO: States that the call lasted three minutes and cost 

U2.50 lMexican pesos. 

WI: O.K. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 
President’s Commission on 
the Assassination of President 
Kennedy 

SUBJECT: Conversations Behveen Cuban 
President DORTICOS and Am- 
bassadpr HERNANDEZ Armas, 
Cuban Ambae sador to Mexico. 

. . 
2 

E 
; 

1. On 5 May, Mr. Slawson of your staff requested that 
the CIA supply to the Commission a new translation of the 
conversattons behveen Cuban President DORTICOS and the 
Cuban Ambassador to Mexico, Joaquin HERNANDEZ Armas, 
which took pla,ce on 26 November 1963. 

2. In response’ to Mr. Slawson’s request, we have re- 
translated these transcripts, using our most able Cuban 
ltngutsts. Obscure passages have been annotated by the 
translators. Taking into constderation the poor telephone 
connection, the translations, which are attached to this memo- 
randum, are believed to be the best that could be made. 

3. The extreme sensitivity of these transcripts is 
known to you. Mr.[ & 3f my staff briefed Mr. Slawson . 

0, 
on the significance of this material to U. S. security, and the 
grave damage that would be done to U.S. interests if its 
e.x Ls tence became public knowledge. I request, therefore, 
that knowledge of this transcript and Lts source be restrtcted 
within your staff and, when knowledge of its content is given 
members of the Commission, they be similarly brtefed by you. 
Material that is traceable to these transcripts should not be 
used Ln any written statement or report. 
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Authority - CIA h.tter, 26 January 1976 
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4. An appropriate senslttvlty indicator has’ been 

affixed to thls material. 

R ichard.Helms 
Deputy Director for Plans 

Attachment - a/s 
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