1. I am a retired Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Brmy and am now
a Junior High School teacher in Tampa.
I am attending the University of
Florida this summer.
2. My wife and I travelled to Europe on the S.S. Marion Lykes which departed
New Orleans, Louisiana for LeHavre, France, on or about September 20, 1959.
This vessel was a freighter with accommodations for 12 passengers assigned two
to a room. On this particular
trip, there were but four passengers aboard.
One of them was Lee Harvey Oswald, who shared a state room with an individual named Billy Joe Lord. The trip from New Orleans, Louisiana, terminated
at T,eHavre, France. The entire trip was approximately
16 days.
3. Before this trip, I had never before seen nor heard of Lee Harvey Oswald.
4. All of the passengers ate at one table; however, Lee Harvey Oswald missed
quite a few meals because he. was seasick much of the time. Furthermore,
there was no fixed schedule for meals. When we did have meals with Oswald,
he sat cater-cornered
from me. However, Oswald was rather withdrawn,
and
thus I did not converse with him a great deal. Oswald did state during our
discussion of our destinations,
that he was going to attend a university in
Switzerland.
Oswald did not give the name of the university and did not indicate that he had a clear cut schedule as to his course of study.
5. I recall having discussed with Oswald the Depression of the 1936’s. Oswald
appeared quite bitter as to the hard time his mother had suffered during this
period. I tried to point out to Oswald that I had lived through and survived the
Depression and that millions of people in the United States also had suffered
during those years. This, however, made no impression on Oswald.
He did not participate in any
6. Oswald spent much of the time by himself.
of the social activities, nor in any conversation.
He did mention his service
in the Marine Corps, and he stated that he did not like the military service.
Generally Oswald was not friendly, and he did not make much of an impression
on me since I was not particularly
interested in him.
7. The ship had a receiver in the ward room which was off and on during the
voyage. I did listen to it occasionally, and I did understand German. I do not
know if Oswald listened to the receiver or not, and I have no idea as to his
knowledge of any foreign language.
8. Oswald did not indicate that he was going to go to Russia.
9. After the trip I never saw nor heard from Lee Harvey Oswald again.
Signed this 27th day of June 1964.
(5) George B. Church, Jr.,
GEOBCJE B. CHURCH,
Jr.

AFFIDAVIT

OF MRS. GEORGE

B. CHURCH,

JR.

The following afhdavit was executed by Mrs. George B. Church, Jr., on June
27, 1964.
PRESIDENT’S
COMMISSION
ON THE ASSASSINATION
OF
AFFIDAVIT
PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KENNEDY
STATE OF FLORIDA,

County 01 Hillsborough,
88:
I, Mrs. George B. Church, Jr., being duly sworn say :
1. I live at 2427 Sunset Drive, Tampa 9, Florida.
I travelled to Europe on the
S.S. Marion
Lykes which departed New Orleans, Louisiana
for LeHavre,
France, on or about September 20,1959.
2. I recall that besides my husband, there were two other passengers: Lee
Harvey Oswald and Bill Lord. My husband and I sat at the same table with
Oswald for meals, but outside of meals, we did not have much contact with him.
While I had endeavored to get acquainted with Lee Harvey Oswald, he did
not enter into friendly conversation.
He stayed to himself, and I considered
him peculiar.
3. Oswald indicated that the purpose of the trip was to attend a university
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in Switzerland,
but he evaded giving the name of the university and, he did
not indicate any clear cut or positive courses of study other than a statement
to the effect that he might study philosophy or psychology. His attitude seemed
to be one of resentment.
His roommate, Bill Lord, was going to attend a
university in France and was studying French during the trip. Lord was quite
exuberant about his course of study and purpose of life, in contrast to the attitude of Lee Harvey Oswald.
4. I do not recall Oswald doing any reading.
However, I gave him a book
which he never returned.
5. Upon
completion of the voyage aboard the S.S. Marion Lykes, I obtained
the address of Bill Lord for the purpose of perhaps later writing him or sending him Christmas rards. I also requested Oswald’s address and he questioned
the purpose of my request. He later reluctantly furnished his home address as,
C/O Mrs. XI. Oswald, 3124 West Fifth Street, Fort Worth, Texas. I wrote this
in my address book.
6. At no time did Lee Harvey Oswald indicate that he was actually planthat
ning or attempting to defect or go to Russia. There was no indication
Oswald had any Communist leanings.
I did notice that Oswald spoke with the Chief Engineer who was then aboard
the S.S. Marion Lykes. The Chief Engineer indicated to me that he felt that
Oswald was a smart boy.
7. This was the last I ever saw or heard from Lee Harvey Oswald.
Signed this 27th day of June lQ64.
(S) Mrs. George B. Church, Jr.,
Mrs. GEORGE B. CHURCH. Jr.

AFFfDAVIT

OF BILLY

JOE LORD

The following affidavit was executed by Billy *Joe Lord on June 26, lQ64.
PRESIDDNT’S
COMMISSION
ON l+IE ASSASSIKATION
OF
AFFIDAVIT
PRESIDDNT
JOHN F. KESNEDY
STATE OF TEXAS,
County of Travis, 58:
I, Billy Joe Lord, being duly sworn say :
1. I am an Airman Third Class in the United States Air Force, and I am in
the 340th Bomb Wing, Combat Defense Squadron at Bergstrom Air Force Base.
Texas. I am 22 years old and my parents live at Midlland, Texas.
2. After graduating
from Midland High School in 1959, with the financial
assistance of my pare,nts, I made plans to continue my education in France.
During August, 1959, I made an application
for a passport, and on or about
Septem’ber 13, 195Q, I departed Midland, Texas via train for Sew Orleans, LOUisiana, ‘arriving there about September 17, lQ.59. I .spent the next three days
touring the city of Sew Orleans and maki,ng several trips to the ticket office
of the Lykes Lines. The cost of passage aboard the ship S.S. Marion Lykes
amoun’ted to slightly more than $200. I registered and stayed in the I&Salle
Hotel on Canal Street, which was near the city library.
I visited the Rbrary
several ‘times during this stay in the city. During this period I did not know
Lee Harvey OsnWd.
3. On September 20, 19.59, I boarded the freighter S.S. Jlarion Lykes at New
Orleans.
Upon boarding lthe ship, I was shown to my room, and when I got
there, Lee Harvey Oswald was already there and moving in. We were to share
this room. I had never before seen nor heard of Lee Harvey Oswald.
Lee
Harvey Osmald and I ‘shared this cabin for the duration of the trip to France
Which was fourteen days.
4. In our first conversation, Oswald said that he was recently discharged from
the Marines and that he had worked in some te&nical field while in the Marines.
He indicated that he was somewhat bitter about the fact that his mother had to
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