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1 - ON1 1 Now Orleans, Louisiana

LEE HARVEY OSWALD, who attempted to'defect to "Russia in October,
1959, and who was a member of the U . S . Marino Corps Rosorvo ;
bad boon given an undesirable diacbargo -tram the U .-S . Marino,
Corps Reserve. on August 17, 1960 .
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subject, who attempted to defect to Russia in October,
1959, . and who was a member of the U . S . Marine Corps Reserve,
was given an undesirable discharge from the U . S . Marine Corps
Reserve 8/17/60 . Subject born 10/18/39, Now Orleans, Louisiana .
His father, EDWARD LEE OSTIALD, died before subject's birth .
Subject moved with his mother to Fort Worth, Texas, from Nev
Orleans, Louisiana, in 1945 . As a high school student at Fort Worth,
subject enlisted at age 17 in the U . S . Marine Corps 10/24/56 .
ILe received an honorable discharge 9/11/59 from the U. S . Marine
Corps and reealisted as a Private in the USUC Reserve same day.
Following his discharge in September, 1959, subject visited
his mother at Fort Worth for a few days and left for New Orleans
with expressed intention of resuming employment in export-import
work . Subject's mother subsequently received letter from New
Orleans from subject advising he bad booked passage on a ship
to Europe . Subject later renounced U. S . citizenship and sought
to become a citizen of Russia . Subject reported to be residing
at Minsk, Russia, and is said to have recently expressed a
desire ttr return of U . S. Passport as he desired to return to
U .S. under certain conditions .
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DETAILS :

Investigation was predicated on information received
by communication of January 11, 1961, from District Intelligence
Office, 8th Naval District, New Orleans, Louisiana, advising that
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BACKGROUND

A . -Name -and Aliases .
IM

~B .

HARVEY OSWL, ; .D.-also, -known as. Lee Oswald .

RoS1VDnco-

on April 28, 1960, Mrs . UARGUA1~ITs^I~OSWALD, suoJocz s
mother, currently residing_ at 1111 Herring Ave iiuo i V1aco, Texas
where she was employeaat MothodistOrpOads Hoai'o ; voldritool'6'tI - ho
'following information :
She stated that up until 1945 she and her sons ban
lived at Now Orleans, Louisiana . In 1945 they moved to Fort
Worth, Texas, where the subject attended high school until he
enlisted in the U. S . Marino Corps at th- nco of 17 in October,
1956 .
On June 28, 1961, Mrs . JAMES E . TAYLOR, 4936 Collingwood
Street, Fort Worth, Texas, stated the subject and his mother
resided in a partly furnished upstairs apartment at 4936 Collingwood
Street, from July 1, 1956, to May 1, 1957, except that subject
sometime during the Fall of 1956, enlisted in the U . S . Marino
'Corps at the age of 17 . She advised that subject's brother,
ROBERT OSUALD, also resided at 4936 Collingwood until the time
of his marriage .
On April 10  1961, Mrs . OSWALD voluntarily furnished the
information that she was currently residing at 1612 Hurley Stroet,
Fort Worth, Texas . She explained that she had roturned to Fort
Wnyth about April 1, 1961, from Boyd, Texas, whore she had operated
a dress shop which she found necessary to close on account of
financial difficulties .
Mrs . OS17ALD related that during January,
1961, she had made a trip to Washington, D . C ., for the purpose
of contacting the office of the U. S Secretary of Stato in an
effort to obtain some information concerning subject . She stated
that she had furnished all information available in her pocacnnion
concerning the subject and'that - she bad in turn sought information
to ascertain his current address . She advised that she had
1rccontly been informed by . the State Department that subject was
'located at Minsk, Russia . She also advised that it is her understanding -,that subject desires to return, to the. United States.
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C.

Employment

Mrs . OSWALD advised on April 28, 1960, that subject
had been engaged in the export-import type of .employmont at .
Now Orleans, Louisiana, after visiting her in Fort Worth, Texas,
in 1959 . In 1956 he was a student at the Fort Worth High School
at the time he enlisted in the U . S . Marine Corps in October,
1956 .
D.

Citizenship Status

According to information furnished by,Mrs . OSVIALD
in April, 1960, subject was born October 18, 1939, at New Orleans,
Louisiana . His father was EDITARD LEE OSWALD_who died before
subject was born .
Mrs . OS17ALD volunteered the information that subject
had taken his birth certificate with him when he left Fort Worth,
Texas .
E.

Nationality Background

F.

Education

No information availbble .
Mrs . OS17ALD stated on April 28, 1960, subject was attending
high school at Fort Worth when he enlistedlin the U . S . Marine
Corps . He has not finished high school .
On June 28, 1961, Dallas Confidential Informant T-1
advised that subject hadspadal educational training while in the
Marino
Qg~ps at Jacksonville, Florida, from March 18, 1957 to
U. S.
may 3, 1957 ;/YH"Biloxi, Mississippi, from May 4, 1957 to June 19,
1957 .. Subject had special training as an electronics operator
and as a radio operator .
In April, 1960, Mrs . OSWALD advised that subject had
informed her by letter sometime during the Spring or Summer of
1959,
that
he had made arrangements to attend the Albert
165
that a tow
Schweitzer College in Switzerland . She also advisedletter
from
received a
days previous to April 28, 1960, she hadwas
expected
to arrive
to
the
effect
that
subject
this college
on April 20, 1960 .
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at the Albart!Schwoitzor College in Switzerland although bo had
paid a y25 .00,deposit toward school foe . The college had not
hoard from subject since he sent in his deposit during June of
1959 . ...
G.

Military record

Dallas T-1 advised on Jun . 23, 1961, that subjoct,
assigned sorial number 16537.30, had .nlistod in the U . C . Marine,
Corps on October 24, 1956, while residing at 49 : " 6 Collingtvooc1
Street, Fort Worth, Texas . On Septerabor 11, 19 ;19, subject
received an honorable discbarge from the U . S . Ilariuo Corps
and entered on the same date as a Private First Class iu the
U . S . Marine Corps Reserve .
Dy -coduhuniontion dated January 11, 19C1, tbo District
Intelligence Office, 3th Naval District, Noyv Orleans, Louisiana,
advised that subject had boon given an undesirable disc:iargo from.
the U . S . Marine Corps Rcservo on August .17, 1960 .
q.
Close Relatives in Armed Forces
on April 23, 1960, Mrs . 111RGUtiRlTE C . OSWAI .D stated
that she had two other sons, R0)3,-,
:T LEE OSVIALD, a: ;o "9 .;'who
.
wan formerly in the U . S . Air I"'orco, and JOL7LSi'1" .I:D'.f C., 'a,-o
23, who was then a Stalf__3 .rge.nt in the_ U . S . AA4_f6r.cc and
was then statioued .a t Hirosnima, Japan .''Tb n is Sta :f Sergoan'
JOHN EDWARD PIC, Air Force No .- '11313239I ." Phys ib5lcDbscriptioaa
Mrs . MARGUERITE OSVALD also on April 28, 1960,
fv'niyhed the fell-t,ng description of I .EE IIARVLY OrWALD :
Race :
Sox :
Ago :
Date of birth :
Place of birth :
Height :
Weight : ,
Eyes :
lair :

ffhito
Lialo
20 (1960)
O .tobor 18, 1939
Now Orleans, Louisiana .
5'10^
lbs .
"luo
:eight brown, wavy

On February 28, 1961, Dallas Confidential Informant T-2
advised that it bad been ascertained that subject never arrived
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on April 28, 1960, Mrs . MARGUERITE C . OSWALD, who was
then employed at Methodist Orphans Homo, 1111 Herring Avenue,Waco, Texas, volunteered the following information :

Identification Record

'

On February 21, 1061, the following advised they
.had -. no .record .i n their files identifiable with subject :

'II. F . SPEARS, Identification Division, and CONNIE
ODUM, Central Records Division, Fort Worth,,Texas, Police
Department, and W . M . YOUNG, IdentificationDivision,-Tarrant
County, Sherifflo Office.
'
R.

Photograph

On April 28, 1960, Mrs . MARGUERITE OSWALD furnished
a photo"nph of subject which is being retained in .tho Dollar
file . '
-11 . , CONN13CTIOl73 PITH SOVIET RUSSIA
,ItOIIEj{T .LEL`.(OSt"ALD607313 DavoopprF_Stroot.r.Rortslo :`tly
Texas, was, on April 27, 19, omploycd as a salesman for A&
._
0
B4'rok Company of Fort Worth . IbOU311T LEE OSS4l.LD stated that he
is a brother of subject who was bolieved by ROBERT Lo be in
Moscow, Russia . ROBERT related that his brother had obtained
an honorable discharge from the U . S . Marine Corps in Septombor,
1959, and after visiting his mother in Fort,-Worth for
period
of about throe days left Fortl7Uorth with the expressed a intention
of going to Now Orleans, Louisiana, to resume his former employment in export-import work . ROBERT stated that the entire family
was later :shockod to learn that subject :,ad gone to Russia where
b e bad,renouncod his Unitod states citizenship and had applied
for citizenship in the Soviet Union .
ROBERT LETS OSWALD also stated that :be had never known
the subject to have had any sympathy for . or connection with
'communism before this incident occurred .
_RODE$T OSSIALD stated that he has had no contact in any
manner or- form itb any individual known by him to be a Soviet
official or affiliated in any way with Soviet establishments .
lie also atatod that so far as he known, neither his mother nor
any .othor member of this family have had any contact whatsoovor
with Soviet officials or with Soviet ostablishmonta,
ROBERT LEE OSITALD stated that he would immediately
'contact the FBI in the event he were contacted by Soviet officials .
He also stated .tbat neither be nor his mother has been roquostod
to furnish any items of personal identification'to the' subject
Russia and that in the event he wore to receive, such a~requost be
would-immediately contact the FBI .

in
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Mrs . OSWALD stated that she has been very much upset
and uneasy concerning her son, L=, ILARVEY OSWA'LD, since she'
learned .during the Fall of 1959, with much to bar surprise that
he had gone to Moscow, Russia, where he had renounced his United
States citizenship and had apparently sought Soviet citizenship .
She stated that following his discharge from the U . S . Marino
Corps in September, 1959, ho visited her for a few days in Fort
Worth and left town stating that he was going to New Orleans,
Louisiana, to resume his employment with an export-import company
at New Orleans . She stated that subject had engaged in exportimport employment for a brief period of time prior to his enlist- :
ment in the U . S . Marine Corps . Mrs . OSWALD also stated that
subject bad mentioned something about his desire to travel and
said something also about the fact that he might go to Cuba .
era . OSWALD stated that shortly after subject arrived in
Nev Orleans, she received the following letter postmarked at
Kew Orleans, Louisiana ; from subject :
"Dear mother ;
"Well I have booked passage on a ship to Europe .
I would of had to sooner or later, and I think'
Its best that I do now . Just remember above all
else that my values are very different from
Roberts or yours .
"It is difficult to tell you how I feel . Just
remember this is what I must do. I did not
tell you about my plans because you could hardly
be expected to understand. Lee ."
Mrs . OSWALD stated that she wasvery much shocked and
surprised later to learn that he had gone to Moscow, Russia .
She stated that slid had no idea as to how be arrived there but
that she does know that be bad saved up about $1600 from his
services in the U . S . Marine Corps . She stated that he did not
previously discuss with her any intention to go to Moscow
Russia . She also stated that he bad never shown any prociivitios
for the ideologies of communism . She sLted that be had never
expressed any sympathy for Russia or' the . communist system . - She
stated that subject was always a studious type of individual and
that be read books that were considered "deep ." Krs . OSWALD stated
that she would not have been surprised to have heard that subject
bad gone .to,"say, South America or . Cuba, but that it bad never
entered her mind that, he might we to ; Russia . or that he might try to
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become a citizen of Russia . Mrs . OSWALD stated that she felt'
strongly that subject has a right as as iddividual to make his
own decisions, however, she stated that she was very greatly
surprised and disappointed that he bad taken this action .
Mrs . OSWALD stated that she made application on January 22,
1960, at .the First National Bank of Fort Worth, Texas, for a
foreign draft and upon payment of $26 .65 she was issued a
"foreign money transfer No . 142,688" by which instrument she sent
$25 .00 by air mail to subject, LEE IR RVEY OSWALD, in care of
Hotel Metropole, Moscow, Russia .
Mrs . OSWALD explained that she was indebted to subject
in the amount of $100 as a result of a loan which :ihe bad made
to bar previously.
Site stated that on December 18, 1959, silo had mailed
a personal check of $20 .00 by way of part payment on this debt
to " ILE OSWALD, Metropole Hotel, Moscow, Russia ." She made
this check payment to LEE O::WALD . However, on or about January 5,
1960, this check was returned to her by mail containing a note
scratched on a piece of paper in pencil by subject, stating he
"could not use the check, of course ." In this note he requested
her to put $20 .00 is cash in an envelope and send it to him
inasmuch as he was "also short of cash and needed the rest . LEE ;"
She stated that she then moiled a $20 bill and e :cpressed her
reluctance in sending cash through the mail . In this letter to
subject she requested him tio let her know if he received the
$20 bill and also to furnish her with his correct address .
She
stated that she added in this letter her hope that he liked Russia .
She added "if you don't and want to come back, I believe it can
be arranged . Are you working?" She stated that she addressed
this letter to Mr . LEE H . OSWALD, Metropolo Hotel, Moscow, Russia .
She also advised that the envelope containing the $20 was returned
to her on February 25, 1960, stamped, "Retour Departi . 1 " She stated
that on the reverse side of this envelope was stnmpod "Mockban
Noytant, Moscow, Russia," January 18, 1960," and also the
following lettering "MEXAYIAPOAKO ."
Mrs . OS17ALD advised that since January 22, 1960, she had
sent three different letters to her son but that all bad been
returned to bar undelivered . She stated that she feared that
he might have become stranded and in danger . She stated that she
has had correspondence with reference to subject with her Congressman
and with tihe .U. S . State Department inasmuch as she has been very
much alarmed for fear that something might have happened to subject .
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Mrs . OSWALD stated that she would gladly report any .
contacts made with her by Soviot officials . She volunteered
her eagerness to cooperate in any way possible . She stated
tilt silo had not been requested to furnish any items of personal
identification to subject in Russia . She volunteered the
information that subject had taken with him his birth certificate
when he left Fort Worth . She promised to advise the FBI immediately
in the event any contacts were made with her by Soviet officials
or by Soviet establishments in this connection .
A check of the files of office of Naval Intelligence,
Eighth Naval District, U. S . Naval Station in Algiers, Louisiana,
on April 18, 1961, revealed that this file contained a Photostat
of a telegram from the Department of State, Moscow, Russia, dated
October 31, 1959, at 7 ;59 A .M. This telegram stated in. part that
subject who was twenty years of age and ,iunmarried, carrying passport
No . 1733242, issued September 10, 1959, had appeared at the
Embassy to renounce his American citizenship and had applied
is Moscow for Russian citizenship following his entry into the
USSR from Helsinki . This telegram advised further~thnt subject's
mothoa%address in the United States was 4936 Collingwood Street
Fort Worth, Texas . This telegram quoted subject as having said
he bad contemplated this matter during the last two years .
Main
reason "American Marxist" ; attitude arrogant and aggressive .
Subject had recently been discharged from tile U. S . Marine Corps .
Subject was further quoted as having offered the Soviets any
information he had acquired as enlisted radio operator'.
On June 28, 1961, Mrs . JAMES E . TAYLOR, 4936 Collingwood
Street, Fort Worth, Texas, stated that on or about July 1, 1956,
she rented her upstairs west, partly furnished, apartment, to
Eire . MARGUERITE OSWALD . With Mrs . OSWALD wore her two sons, ROBERT
and the subject of this case. Mars . TAYLOR stated that she had
never known the third son . Mrs . TAYLOR stated also that she
bad never known any member of this family prior to July 1, 1956 .
Mrs . TAYLOR stated that subject was a student in Arlington
Heights High School and was only about 16 or 17 years of age when
the OSWALDS moved to this address . She stated that ROBERT later
married and moved with his wife to another'addross . Mrs . TAYLOR
stated that subject was A peculiar boy inasmuch as he read a groat
deal and kept very much to himself . She stated that she has hoard
Mfrs . OSUALD stated that subject read books which were "over his
hand ." Mrs . TAYLOR explained this to mean thae tho books he read
were "deep" books . She stated that she does not know the titles
of any of this material which he read . Mrs . TAYLOR stated that
she got the impression that subject obtained some of this reading
material through the mail . Mrs . TAYLOR stated that she actually
8 -
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felt sorry for the subject inasmuch as it appeared to her that
ho had few if any friends and no social lifo . Sbo stated that
she pitied the boy because he had never known his father who
worked
had died before his birth . She stated that Mrs . OS17ALD
continuously in an effort to aupport her two-boys . Mrs . TAYLOR
more closely
remarked that she has never seen any one stay at home
than did the subject . She stated that Mrs . OSWALD often
occasion
quarrelled at him for staying at home so closely and on
urged him . to get out and seek employment but that be preferred
and
read
.
to sit at home
Mrs . TAYLOR stated that Mrs . OSWALD was in poor health
and extremely nervous and that she often quarrelled very loudly
with both ROBERT and the subject .

A review on May 9, 1961, of the files of the Passpgrt
Office, U . S . Department of State, WusbiAgton,
D . ., revealed
that on or about January 26, 1961, irb" s . MARGUERITECOSWALD,
mother
of subject, appeared at the U. S . Department of State in
Washinaton, D. C . She advised that nhe had come to Washington
to see what could be done to help her son, the subject . Sbe
expressed the thought that perhaps her son had gone to the Soviet
Union as a "secret agent" and that the State Department was not
doing enough to help him . She was advised that such was not
the case and tkat efforts were being made to help her son .

Mrs . TAYLOR stated that the OSWALDS came to Fort Worth
Mrs . TAYLOR stated that both ROBERT
from Now Orleans, Louisiana .
OSWALD and Mfrs . OSWALD worn extremely shocked and hurt by the
action which subject took disavowing his United States citizenship
and claiming citizenship in Russia .
Mrs . TAYLOR stated that subject enlisted in the U . S .
Marine Carps while he was residing at 4936 Collingwood Street .
She advised that Mrs . OSWALD moved from this address on or about
May 1, 1957, and that she bas had no contact with the OSWALDS
in recent years .
On June 30, 1961, JAMES P, MEEK, 3120 West Fifth Street,
Fort Worth, stated that for a period of several months three or
years
ago Mrs . YARGUERITE OSrALD resided at 3124 West . Fifth
four
Street . He stated that so far as he knows subject had never
resided at 3124 West Fifth and MEZIC was unable to furnish any
information of value to this investigation .
On June 23, 1961, Dallas Confidential Informants T-3
and T-4 advised that their knowledge of subject is limited
to newspaper accounts reporting subject's detection to Soviet
Russia . Dallas T-3 and T-4 advised that subject was not a member
have
of the Communist Party (CP) at Fort Worth and that they
never board his name mentioned in connection with CP membership .
It is noted that the Communist Party, USA
(CP), has'beea designated by the Attorney
General of the United States, pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.
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On February 13, 1961, the U. S . Embassy in Moscow, USSR,
received an undated letter from LEE IA RVEY OSWALD postmarked
Minsk, February 5, 1961 .
In this letter OSWALD
that
he desired the return of his U. S . passport as heindicated
wished to
return to the United States if "we could come to some
agreement
concerning the dropping of any legal proceedings against
mo ."
He also said that he could not leave Minsk without permission
and therefore was writing instead of visiting the American Embassy .
On March 20, 1961, the U . S . Embassy in Moscow received
a letrom
f
OSWALD postmarked Minsk, March 5, 1961 . In this
letterterOSIPALD said he found it inconvenient to come
Moscow
for an interview at the American Embassy and that he tocould
leave Minsk without permission . He asked that in place of not
a
personal interview he be sent a questionnalte .
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In Reply, PloaeMer to
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Title

LEE HARVEY OSWAIZ

Character
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Reference Report of SA JOHN W.

AIN,

Dallas, 7/3/61 .

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
communication have furnished reliable information in the past .

This document contains nelthsr recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It 1e the properly
of the FBI and 1s Ihoned to your agency, It and Its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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