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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

September 8, 1964

From :

Office of Examiner of Questioned Documents

To :

Mr . Melvin A . Eisenberg,
President's Commission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy,
200 Maryland Avenue, N . E .,
Washington, D . C .
20002

On September 4, 1964, I received from you a change of address
order, POD Form 3575, Nov . 1959, postmarked Dallas, Texas, October
9, addressed to the postmaster at Fort Worth, Tex ., showing change
of address for Oswald, Lee H ., from 2703 Mercedes Av . Fort Worth,
Texas to Box 2915, Dallas, Texas, signed in the name of Lee H .
Oswald, and bearing effective date as Oct . 10, 1962 .
I have made a careful comparison of all of the handprinting,
and of the signature on this card with photographs of the standard
writing listed in my memorandum to you dated April 29, 1964, and
as the result of this study it is my opinion that the author of
the standard writing, which includes both handprinting, cursive
writing, and signatures in the name of Lee H . Oswald, is the author
of all of the writing on that side of the change of address order
which includes name, old address, new address, effective date and
signature, and, on the face of the card, the writing "Fort Worth,
Text"
The basis for this conclusion is the complete and detailed
agreement in all significant details of writing habit between the
standard writing and the writing on the change of address order
described above .
The change of address order is returned herewith .

Alwyn C e,
Examiner of Quest26ned Documents .
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June 11, 1934

BY COURMR SE.1VICE
onorablo J . Lao Rankin
Ccrc-a1 Counsel
The ?resident's Commission
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast
Washington, D. C.
Dear lir. Rankim
With reference to your conversation with ?At . J . :t. l.:.liey
of this Bureau on June 10, 1964, concerning the desire to afford Jack ?.u :sy,
who Is now confined in the Dallas County Jail, Dallas, Texas, a polygraph
examination, I wish to bring certain observations to your attention.
You will recall, Insofar as tha polygraph is concerned, the
?BI has established certain guidelines. The polygraph, often referred to
as a "lie detector," is not in fact such a device . The instrument is desi-.ned
to record under proper stimuli emotional responses which may indicate
and accompany deception. It must be clearly understood that emotional
disturbances observed during a polygraph test can and may also be ,,roa:pted
by anger, fear, violent dislEte, et cetera. The polygraph operator .-oust
.:a extremely skilled, conservative and objective . This Bureau feels t:-At
the polygraph technique is not sufficiently -precise to permit absolute
judgments of guilt or nonguilt without qualifications .
The polygraph is used as an investigative aid or techarue
by the FBI in carefully selected cases . The results must be ecasicered
wi::. :n the context of a complete investigation. The polygraph can be
he' pful to provide investigative direction but ft must not be relied ca
solely or used as a substitute for logical brAIstigation.
Inasmuch as the polygraph Is used primarily as an investigative
technique by the FBI, we would not consider the use of the polygraph as
coming within our guidelines, particularly Under circumstances wherein

COMMISSION EXHIBIT NO. 2728

JUN a 5 1964
Honorable J . Lee Rankin
the case involved has been adjudicated by a court of law . Specific
reference, of course, is made to the Jack Ruby case. The trial of
Jack Ruby was publicly aired, it was under the close scrutiny of the
eyes of the world, it is reasonable to expect that numerous appellate
procedures will be instituted for some time to come, and it is also
reasonable to expect that this matter at some time will be judicially
reviewed or at least submitted for such review to the Supreme Court
of the United States .
Bea . ing in mind the above fsctors and the guidelines
under which the FBI uses the polygraph, it would seem highly
improper for the FBI to give favorable consideration to its use.
I wanted to bring the above facts to your attention in
view of your request that the FBI make available its polygraph
examiners in connection with the polygraph examination which you
desire be afforded Jack Ruby .
Sincerely yours,

J . :.1ar Mover, Dirncwr
vtti=ru i. ;;v:u of_IRrtt t3~ntim
-X,Z.V: of Jaatica
a~ta-Raon, D. C. 20$33
Door Per. ucovors
In ansver to your letter of June 21, 1,1i., c:.naomizg tba request
c.: C4s C=xUalca that the ?o :.CM1 Euimu or Inv=UL;a :3cm af:ord Jack IAv
ih- u,pos~ea_u .ty for a pul ;t- :anSc s=:u:nticA, sae alsmuhd I1he to mn%a saraxn2 taisq;s doer . irot, it Is not the pc:Ucy of the r1,», aics to use
i.2+: P03,r..r 7h CV= as as in=J-'atIA$ toc;miquo 011111. is only beIg3 rsk-.^-s:al in t=a roc's-e because nr. :iby aausl for it vbcs be sane his
:.u:amxty bears t,bs lruaissic a at Dailas, ins, oo L1 u3C:.y, June 7, 1901.
.1xr C_ =csicn x : -DS1=o that t3^ pQ1yr_P3 tca:k~i4vc Is not cuVicimtlt
pre-loo to pewit ahsolu:e yud:Txn: of stilt or 2eakt~t vitbout 4ualtrications, ss par state 1a your lector.
In tbo effort to satiaiy DIV. att7's i3gmrt Lbo C=Slssiati dosizm
to to -r V-- to amldLtg acv intcrrarrasoo k38'W tbo Ctato Court or MW
c'-or ptcaaZcy-,e in his c..atml trial.. Zia vtah is to 11mit ell IM+ilries
.01 .=^e of the C.aa.xY.mioa`s in~ettiat conce-xi .q, Jack Ruby's
:
to ~ 1-r3
n:aivi ::ica. is ac :a:fan.:o vish ti-400 t7,aidolim'a, 4~0 C=a1saion oaks that
for 17 . :A~y, e1 S>ar :ir. Juo It . -'tir h111 or such other pereca as ho
ikfa da .'e, .T . II=y :;ado or Fir. Jn= Douse ca hl.a Lclalf if that is hia
vi" to r:2-^os¢nf : the Ssccre3t of the 6tato, and .-z- Arlon Cpoctar from tbo
C=:±aa-U staff as Pxoscat at tlm titre of the po4Bxoph Pamainotlcn.
xo sag :scat tbo tollovtrz questions %micb us bsve triad to umt
y tc tba area of the Coamtaalon'e interests
(1)

Did you knov LAo F4rvey osvaM prior to sovor2aer 22, 1c}63t

(2)

Did yon participate - AV Wa V11h I- R-&( 0-MU In
_, or CW71ng out the asmsaimttm of Frsaidmt

(3)

Did you po to the DLUes Pallco SWAM
WW time an
Pzi4ay, Row 22ed, Won you veab toAtttm
as2

2
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