Mr. BELIN.
Did you, yourself,
turn it over?
Mr. BROWN.
No ; Detective
Dhority
handled
that.
Mr. BELIN.
Detective
Dhority
handled
that?
Mr. BROWN.
We were keeping
this evidence
in a chain
there.
Mrs. Barbara
Jeanette
Davis
handed
him the spent cartridge.
He gave it to the crime
lab
himself,
which was initialled
by both of us.
Mr. BELIN.
Anything
else, sir?
Mr. BROWN. None in regard
to any evidence
or identification
of any further
witnesses.
Mr. BELIN.
Anything
else in connection
with
either
the assassination
or the
Tippit
murder?
Mr. BROWN.
None that I recall at this time, sir.
Mr. BELIH.
Sir, you have an opportunity
to either
read the deposition
when
it is transcribed
and sign it, or else waive
the reading
and have
our court
reporter
send it directly
to Washington.
You can take
your
choice.
Mr. BROWN.
Well,
I have no reason
to read it for any reason
at all.
Mr. BELIN.
Do you want to waive
signing
it then?
Waive
signing,
and you can send it right
Mr. BROWN.
That would
be fine.
out.
To the best of my knowledge,
that is everything
that happened.
Mr.
BELIN.
Well,
we certainly
appreciate
all of your
cooperation
and the
cooperation
of the Dallas
Police Department.

TESTIMONY

OF

L. C. GRAVES

Testimony
of L. C. Graves
was taken
at 3 :lO p.m., on April
6,X%4,
in the office
of the U.S. attorney,
301 Post Office Building,
Bryan
and Ervay
Streets,
Dallas,
Tex., by Mr. David
W. Belin,
assistant
counsel
of the President’s
Commission.
Do you solemnly
swear
Mr. BELIN.
Would
you rise aid raise your right hand.
that the testimony
you are about to give will be the truth,
the whole
truth,
and
nothing
but the truth,
so help you God?
Mr. GRAVES. I do.
Mr. BELIN.
Would
you state your name, for the reporter?
Mr. GRAVES. My name is L. C. Graves.
Mr. BELIN.
What is your occupation,
Mr. Graves?
Mr. GRAVES. I am a detective
with the police department,
city of Dallas.
Mr. BELIN.
How old are you?
Mr. GRAVEB. I am 45 years old.
Mr. BELIN.
Were you born and raised in Texas?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes, sir ; I was born and raised
in Camp County,
October
8,1918.
Mr. BELIN.
Where
did you go to school?
Mr. GRATES. Leesburgmean to Pittsburg.
Mr. BELIN.
How far did you get through
school?
Mr.
GRATES. I finished
10% years
of schooling
in Pittsburg
and Leesburg,
then received
a high school diploma
after
such time.
Mr. BELIN.
Then what did you do?
Mr. GRAVES. Then what did I do?
Mr. BELIN.
Yes, sir.
Mr. GRAVE&
Oh, lets see. From there I went into the CCC camp.
Mr. BELIN.
For a period
of several
years?
Mr. GRAVES. Let’s see, I think
a couple of years, approximately.
Mr. BELIN.
Then what did you do?
Mr. GRAVES. I came out and stayed
out about
a couple of months
and then I
joined
the Texas National
Guard,
and shortly
after
that it mobilized
and I went
into active service.
at which
time I stayed
until
I was discharged
after
the war.
Mr. BELIN.
Was this an honorable
discharge?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes.
Mr. BELIN.
What were your duties in the Army,
say, generally?
Mr.
GRAVES. Well,
I was in the Infantry,
and I was a mess sergeant,
and I
cooked principally
all the time I was in.
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Mr. BELIN.
Tou were the one we all complained
about
when the food wasn’t
good?
Mr. GRAPES. Yes; if you want to put it that way.
I got a few complaints.
Mr. BELIN.
Then after your discharge,
what did you do?
Mr. GRA~EES. After
my discharge,
I came to Dallas,
I married
and went to work
for Interstate
Theatres.
First
went to work
for Railway
Express
Agency
here
and worked
for a short period
of time and then I went
to work
for Interstate
Theatres.
Mr. BELIK.
What did you do for Interstate?
Mr. GRAPES. Let me retract
that.
I believe
I went to work
for S. H. Lynch
Co.
first and later changed
to Paramount
Distributors,
and they went broke,
and then
I went with Interstate
Theatres,
and that is where
I was working
when I went
to work for the police department.
Mr. B~Ix.
Were they all related?
In other words,
when you say Paramount,
was thatMr. GRAVES. No.
S. H. Lynch
Co. had a cigarettecandy
item section
of the
company
in connection
with the beer distributors.
Paramount
Distributors
was
a vending
machine
company
which
went out of business,
which
was a separate
business,
didn’t
have anything
to do with the movie industry
or picture
industry,
so to speak.
Mr. BELIX.
What did you do with that aspect of the business?
Mr. GR.%~E~. The Paramount
Distributors,
I was a bookkeeper.
Mr. BELIN.
Then you went from there to where?
Mr. GRAVES. Interstate
Theatres.
Mr. BELIN.
What did you do for Interstate
Theatres?
Mr. GRAVES. They
call
it an operating
engineer,
air-conditioning
operating
engineer
was the title,
for it has to do with
operating
the equipment
for the
purpose
of air conditioning
and refrigeration.
Mr. BELIN.
Of theatres?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes.
Mr. BELIN.
Then from there you went to the Dallas
Police Department?
Mr. GRAVE&
Yes; that’s
right.
Mr. BELIN.
What
year was that?
Mr. GRAVES. October
31, 1949.
Mr. BELIN.
And you have been with the Dallas
Police Department
ever since?
Mr. GRAWS.
Yes.
Mr. BELIN.
Mr. Graves,
were you on duty on November
22,1963?
Mr. GRAVES. No.
Mr. BELIN.
Was that an off day for you, or what?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes; it was.
Mr. BELIN.
When did you go to work,
if at all?
Mr. GRAVES. About
2 o’clock
that day.
Mr. BELIS.
Had you already
heard
the news of the assassination?
Mr. GRAVES. Well, yes.
When
I came to work,
I had already
heard.
That is
the reason I went to work,
as a matter
of fact.
Mr. BELIN.
On November
22, 1963, could
you state what
you did after
you
got to the Dallas
Police Station?
Mr. GRAPES. Well, the first thing that I did was take a statement
from,
I believe her name was, Helen hfarkham.
Let me see; yes, I took a statement
from Xss or hlrs. Helen hfarkham.
Mr. BELIS.
How did you happen
to see Mrs. Markham
or Miss hlarkham?
Mr. GRAPES. Well, of course you have to be there to realize
the mass confusion,
but a squad uniform
officer had brought
this lady in and she was quite hysterical,
and they put her in a little
room. just across the hall from our bureau,
and notified the lieutenant
that they had her over there, and when I walked
in they told
me to go talk to this lady and take an affidavit
from her, which
I did.
hlr. BELIN.
You say she was quite hysterical.
Describe
her actions.
hIr. GRAVES. She was crying
and upset, naturally.
Mr. BELIN.
Was she saying anything
at all?
hlr. GRAPES. Well,
I don’t
recall
exactly
what
she was saying-what
most
hysterical
women
say-wringing
her hands and talking
about the shooting.
hlr. BELIN.
You took an affidavit
from her?
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Mr. GRAVES. Yes.
Mr. BELIN.
Then what did you do?
Mr. GRAPES. Well,
I held a showup
along
with
Leavelle
and the Chief
and
Captain
Fritz,
and I don’t remember
who else, about a roomful.
Mr.
BEXIN.
Could
ydu
state
what
occurred
in that
showup?
How
many
people were in this showup?
Mr. GRAVES. I don’t remember
exactly
how many people.
Mr. BELIN.
You mean of the men that were actually
lined up?
Mr. GRAVES. I don’t know.
I believe
four or five, I think.
He was identified
as No. 2 man.
Let me see. he was identified
as No. 2 man in a four-man
lineup,
yes.
Mr. BELIN.
Do you know
who the people
were who were in this particular
lineup?
Mr. GRAVES. I don’t know.
Nobody
but Oswald.
Mr. BELIN.
Do you know
that Lee Harvey
Oswald
was No. 2 man in that
lineup?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes. I do.
Mr. BELIN,
Do you have any recollection
or notes which
would
in any way
give the approximate
physical
description
of the other men in this lineup?
Mr. GRAVES. No; I don’t.
I was present
out in the front
with Mrs. Markham,
and I don’t remember
exactly
who talked
to the people or men that were on the
stage.
It is quite possible
that they might
have the names
of the other
people
I don’t remember
this physical
that
were in this lineup,
but I don’t myself.
description.
Mr. BELIN.
Do you remember
whether
or not they were all white
men or was
one or more a Negro?
Mr. GRAVES. They were all white men.
Mr. BELIN.
Do you remember
anything
about
their approximate
ages?
Mr. GRAVES. No; I don’t.
Let me say this, that it would
be very
unusual
if
we had a showup
and asked a certain
person
or persons
to appear
in this showup,
if they put anything
other
than men that fit their
approximate
size and age in
there with them, and race and color, I might
add, because
we just don’t operate
that wagr.
Mr. BELIN.
What
is your
general
mode of operation
with regard
to showups?
Perhaps
you could tell us this.
Mr. GRAVES. Yes; I sure can.
When
we want
to show a person
up, we call
the jail supervisor
and tell him what we want and who we want
in the showup,
and to put two or three or four other people with him, the approximate
age, size,
and so forth.
And they do that for us, and we-the
only contact,
the only dealings
we have
had with them is talking
to them while they are on the stage.
Mr. BELIN.
When
you say the approximate
age or size, do you specify
what
age or size you want?
Mr. GRAVES. Well,
it is not necessary,
because
thw
are looking
at the man
that you are bringing
down.
Mr. BELIN.
WellMr. GRAVES. So all he has to do is pick them out.
Mr. BELIN.
So what you mean is the approximate
age and size of the particular
person
you want included
in the showup,
or is it of another
particular
age and
size?
Mr. GRAVES. The fact is, if I was showing
you, I would
tell them to pull you
for a showup
and put some other
men about
your
age and size.
That
is what
it boils down to.
Mr. BELIN.
Now, could
you tell us what
Mrs. or Miss Markham
did or said
when this partirular
showup
took place ? Were you standing
right next to her?
Mr. GBAVES. About
as close as I am to you, which
would
be approximately
4 or 5 feet.
Mr. BELIN.
All right ; the men walked
in, I assume, is that correct?
Mr. GRAVES. That’s
right.
Mr. BELIE.
Where
was Mrs. Markham
at that particular
time?
Mr. GRAVES. She was standing
in the center
of the room, approximately
in the
first row of seats near the front.
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Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

BELIN.
She was seated?
GRAVES. No; she was standing.
BELIN.
She was standing?

Mr.

GRATES.

Yes.

Mr. BELIP~‘. Did she look through
an opening
in the wall?
Mr. GRATES. So: this is a screen,
a @on
screen of some kind.
I am sure you
have .seen them?
Mr. BELIX.
She can see through,
as I understand,
but the people in the showup
room cannot
see the people on ‘the other
side of the screen.
Is that correct?
Mr. GRAVES. That’s
correct.
Mr. BELIN.
All right.
Do you remember
what she said or did after
the men in
the showup
came in?
Mr. GRAVES.
Well, she began to cry when he came in.
He was next to the last
man that come in in that, order.
No. 4, 3, 2, 1, and so forth
that came in.
Mr. BELIN.
You mean No. 4 came first. then No. 3 and then No. 2 and then No.
l?
Mr. GRAPES. That’s
right.
Mr. BELIN.
When did she start crying?
Mr. GRAVES. When
he walked
in, Oswald
walked
in.
Mr. BELIN.
Tou mean when the No. 2 man walked
in?
Mr. GRAPES. Yes.
Mr. BELIK.
Were they still walking
at the time she started
crying?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes.
As soon as she saw him;
yes.
He would
have to walk
as
far as from
here to that stand,
approximately.
Mr. BELIN.
That would
be about
6 or 8 feet?
Mr. GRAVES.
Yes, sir;
roughly.
hlr. BELIN.
All right.
What did she do or say?
Mr. GBAVES. Well, of course she said that was the man that she saw, Oswald.
I mean at this particular
time.
Mr. BELIN.
Did she ask to have
the men turn
so that she would
see their
profiles?
Mr. GRAVES. Well, I don’t recall if she asked that or not, but that is the normal
procedure
that we do that.
We turn him profile,
right,
left, and to the rear, and
back to the front,
in that order.
Mr. BELIN.
Do you remember
anything
specific
that she said at the time that
she made the identification?
Mr. GBAVEE. Nothing
other than he is the one, No. 2 is the one.
hlr. BELIN.
Was anything
said by any of the men in the showup
that woulddid they speak any words
or say anything
at all?
Mr. GRAVES. If they did, I don’t remember
what
was said.
I am reasonably
If they were,
sure they asked
some questions.
That is the usual
procedure.
at thie point I just. don’t reDember
what was said.
Mr. BELIN.
Do you remember
the dress of the people in the showup?
Mr. GRAVES. No; positively
not.
Mr. BELIN.
Does your
police
department
ever
take
any photograph
of an
actual
showup,
I mean,
insofar
as still shots, to have any written
or pictorial
record
of the men in the showup,
as to what
they were wearing
or what
they
looked
like?
Mr. GRAVES. That was not a policy
or an order
at this time, but it has been
done, however,
in the past.
But for various
reasons,
as I say, it is not the customary
thing,
because
we
have quite
a number
of showups
that would
necessitate
a tie
element
there,
sometimes
waiting
on the proper
people to take the picture,
and so forth.
Mr.
BELIN.
Anything
else that you have
any recollection
of in connection
with this showup
of Mrs. Markham
or Miss hfarkham’s
identification?
Mrs.
GRAVES. I don’t remember
anything
outstanding
at this moment;
no.
Mr. BELIN.
Do you remember
about when this took place, this actual
showup?
Mr.
GRAPES. Well,
let’s see if I have
it written
down
here.
We put Lee
Oswald
in a four-man
lineup
in the city hall on November
22, 1963, at 4 :30 p.m.,
and had Helen Markham
view this lineup.
She m-as positive
on the identification
of Oswald,
and he was the No. 2 man in the four-man
lineup.
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Mr. BELIN. You were reading from your notes that you made of your actions
on that day?
Mr. GRAPES. Yes.
Mr. BELIN. Anything else that you did on that day?
Mr. GRAVES. Well, I don’t remember anything else except this affidavit of
Mrs. Mary E. Bledsoe.
Mr. BELIN. That was on November 23, was it not?
Nr. GRAVER November 23.
Mr. BELIN. I am still on November 22.
Mr. GRAVEB. Have you had any of the reports that we have made?
I have read them all, but I have to get this down for
Mr. BELIK. Yes, sir.
the record.
Mr. GRAVES. You want me to read this verbatim?
Mr. BELIN. No, sir; you can read it verbatim or else you can tell me if
there is anything that you can develop beyond what you have on the written
record that you submitted to your department.
I am very much interested in this, if you can develop anything.
If you can’t,
then you can just summarize or repeat what you have put down in your written
report.
Sometimes when you read something it triggers your memory and you remember something that you might not have put down at the time.
Mr. GEAVES. Offhand, I don’t remember anything.
Mr. BELIN. Well, according to your written report, you took Helen Markham
back to her address, to let her out?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes.
Mr. BELIN. Do you remember in talking with Helen Markham what she said
as to why she happened to be in the vitinity of the Tippit shooting?
Mr. GBAVES. I believe she was going to catch a bus. I would have to see her
affidavit to remember that exactly, but I think she was either going home or
coming from work, one or the other, is the reason for her being at that location.
Mr. BELIN.
Now you also later interviewed
on that day several other people
in connection with the Tippit murder, did you not?
Mr. GRAVES. I talked to some; yes..
Mr. BELIN. Do you remember who these were?
Mr. GBA~EE. That would be Ted Callaway,
Sam Guinyard,
and Domingo
Benavides.
Mr. BELIN. Did any of those men come down to a lineup?
Mr. GRAPES. They did come down later, but I didn’t have anything to do with
the lineup.
Mr. BELIN. Did you have anything to do with bringing them down to see a
lineup ?
Mr. GBA~E~. No; I did not.
Mr. BELIN. Did all the men come down to a lineup?
Mr. GRAVES. I think they did. I was told that they did, and I have not seen
anything authentic about it.
Mr. BELLN. Now, your report says two of the three men came down to the
city hall and gave affidavits on views of Oswald in the lineup?
Mr. GRAVEB. That would he lineup.
Mr. BLIN. From my interpretation
here from what we have, Ted Callaway
and Sam Guinyard gave affidavits, but Domingo Benavides did not. Is there
any particular
reason that you know of why Benavides did not come down to
give an affidavit or view a lineup?
Mr. GRAVEB. No ; I wouldn’t have any idea.
Mr. BEIJN. WellMr. GRAVES Because after this little episode with them, I never saw them or
had any occasion to talk to them any further.
Mr. BELIN. DO you remember any conversation particularly
with Domingo
Benavides?
Mr. GRAVES. No.
Mr. BELIN. Well, I am going to try and refresh your recollection to see if I
can help you a little bit.
I believe that he was driving a pickup truck at about the time of the Tippit
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shooting,
and actually
was the first one to place a c&l1 over Tippit’s
radio
that
Tippit
had been shot.
Does this strike
a chord in your memory?
‘Mr. G~arns.
Not to me.
He didn’t
tell me that.
Leavelle
talked
to him
to one side.
Mr. BEGIN.
Oh, I see. You weren’t
the one he talked
to?
Mr. GBA~ES. He didn’t
tell me that.
Mr. BELIN.
But Officer
Leavelle
would be the one he talked
to?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes.
Mr. BUN.
Anything
else on Sorember
22?
Mr. GRAVES. I don’t
remember
anything
else of any consequence.
I had so
many
phone calls.
Mr. BELXN. You had a few phone calls 13 the police station
that day?
Mr. Grmvzs.
Just a few, yes.
Mr. BELIK.
What
about on November
23?
Mr. GRAPES. That is the day I took the affidavit
of Mrs. Bledsoe.
Mr. BELIN.
Did you ever bring
Mrs. Bledsoe
down to view the lineup
at all,
or not?
Mr. GRAVES. I didn’t;
no.
Mr.
BELIN.
Was there
any particular
reason
why
you elected
not to take
her down, if this was your election?
I don’t know
if it was.
Mr. GBAVE~. What?
Mr.
BELIN.
Is there
any particular
reason
why you didn’t
bring
her down
to view a lineup?
Mr. GBAVES. Not that I can think
of.
Mr. BELIN.
Now she claimed
that she had seen Lee Harvey
Oswald
on a bus
shortly
after
the assassination?
Mr. GEAVEB. Yes.
Mr. BELIN.
Do you remember
whether
or not you asked
her to come down to
a lineup
and she refused
to come down?
Mr. GRAVES. No; I didn’t
ask her to come down to a lineup
herself.
I asked
her to come down and give an affidavit.
Mr. BELIN.
Was she actually
at the police department?
Mr. GBAVES. Yes.
Mr. BELIN.
Did anyone
else ask-let
me ask you this question.
Whose
re
sponsibility
would
it have been to have a lineup
for certain
people?
Is this
the interviewing
officer,
or is this the person
in charge
of the investigation,
or
what?
Mr. GRAPES. In a case like this, it would
have to be the person
in charge
of
the entire
investigation.
Mr. BELIN.
Who would
that have been?
Insofar
as Bledsoe?
Mr.
GIUVES.
Insofar
as our
bureau
was
concerned,
it would
have
been
Captain
Fritz.
Mr. BELIN.
Anything
else that you can remember
on November
23?
Mr. GRAVES. Let me refresh
my memory
here, if I can.
I don’t know.
I don’t
remember
anything
else on the 23d that was outstanding.
Mr. BELIN.
Now on November
24-first,
I want
to take that part
of November 24 up to the time of the shooting
of Lee Harvey
Oswald
by Jack Ruby.
First,
did you have any contact
or anything
to do with the investigation
of the
case on November
24, on Sunday?
Mr. GRAVES No; not before
he was transferred.
Mr. BELIN.
Did you have anything
to do with the interrogation
of Lee Harvey
Oswald?
Mr. GBAVES. Nothing
except
that I was present
during
the latter
part of the
interrogation
; part of it.
Mr. BELIN.
Could you state the circumstances
under
which
you were present?
How you happened
to be present?
Mr. GRAVES. Well, I had been told that we were going to transfer
Lee Harvey
Oswald,
and we were told to make preparations
to do that, so that would
necessitate
going into the offlce where he was.
Mr. BELIN.
What
did you find when you went in the office?
Mr. GRAVES. Well, I found,
of course, Lee Harvey
Oswald,
Captain
Fritz,
and
the people that I have named
here.
The others
present
were Mr. Holmes
from
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the U.S. Post O&lee Department,
Mr. Kelley from the Secret Service, Agent
Sorrels from the Secret Service, L. D. Montgomery, detective; C. N. Dhority,
J. R. Leavelle; and Chief Curry came in just a few minutes before we started
to move.
Mr. BELIS.
Did you participate in the bringing of Oswald down to be interrogated?
Mr. GRAVES. Tes.
Mr. BELIN. At about what time in the morning, was this?
Mr. GRAVER. I think that was around 9 :30 a.m.
Mr. BELIS. Did you stay with him throughout
the interrogation,
or did you
leave?
Mr. GRAVDS. I stayed in the same room near. In the bureau, actually.
Mr. B&IN,.
This was done in Captain Fritz’ office, was it not?
Mr. GRAVER Yes.
Mr. BELIN.
After you brought Lee Harvey Oswald into Captain Fritz’ office at
9 :30 a.m., what did you do?
Mr. GROVES. I went back out and answered telephones and talked to people
coming in.
Mr. BELIN.
Did you witness any part of the early interrogation?
Mr. GRAVES. No; I didn’t.
Mr. BELIN. What tide did you go back into Captain Fritz’ office?
Mr. GRAVES. Roughly, about 11 :lO or 11:15 a.m.
Mr. BELIN. Well, the original time set for transfer was around 10 a.m.?
Mr. GtiVES. That was my understanding.
Mr. BELIN.
All right, let me ask you, has anyone else taken your deposition
here?
Mr. Ga~vss. Yes.
Mr. BELIN. So you have already been questioned as to the transfer of Lee
Harvey Oswald?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes.
Mr. BELIN. That is something I don’t want to get into. What about the interroganlon?
Do you remember any subjects that were covered?
Mr. GRAVES. Well, I couldn’t think of Mr. Kelley’s name, the last time,
but he questioned Oswald along the line of his activity in Mexico and in
Russia.
Mr. BELIN. Do you remember whether or not Oswald admitted that he was
in Mexico?
Mr. GBAVE~. I believe he did admit it.
Mr. BELIN. Do you remember what he said about his activities in Mexico?
Mr. G~avxs. I am too vague on that to make any statement on what he said.
I don’t remember exactly, so I would rather not say anything.
I know that
he did say something, but the best of my knowledge, it sure didn’t amount
to a great deal. Very evasive, as every other answer was.
Mr. BELIN. Do you remember anything specific, any questions or any staiements that Oswald made about any other subject that was discussed?
Mr. GIVES. Well, he said that he had been a student. of Marxism since he was
14, I believe, and Communist line, and that he, well, one of his last statements
was that the American
people would soon forget the President was shot.
Of course he never admitted that he did it.
Mr. BELIN. Was he asked in your presence whether or not he did it?
Mr. GRAPES. Oh, yes ; he was asked, but of course+-Mr. BEIXN.. Do you remember what he said?
Mr. GRAVES. He said no, he didn’t shoot him.
Mr. BELIN. Was he asked in your presence whether or not he shot OfIicer
Tippit?

Mr.
Mr.
rifle?
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Gaavss. No.
BELIN. Was he asked in your

presence

whether

or not he owned

a

GRAVES. Yes.
BELIN. Do you remember what his answer was?
GRAPES. He said that he didn’t.
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Mr. BELIN.
Was he asked
in your
presence
anything
about
a picture
of him
with
a rifle?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes.
Mr.
BELIN.
Do you remember
what
his statement
was with
regard
to the
picture?
Mr.
GRAVES. He said,
“Tou
could
superimpose
anything
you want
to with
cameras.
It wasn’t
him.”
Mr. BELIS.
Did he say anything
else, that you remember,
about
the picture?
Mr. GRAVES. No.
hlr. BELIN.
Was he asked anything
about the use of an alias?
Mr. GRAPES. Yes ; he was, but he denied that, of course.
Mr. BELIN.
Was he asked anything
about his having
a pistol
in his possession
when he was apprehended,
or did he make any statements?
Mr. GRAVES. Well, he wasn’t
asked
anything
about the pistol
in my presence.
Mr.
BELIN.
Did he make
any statements
about
having
a lawyer
while
he
was in your presence?
Mr. GRAVES. Having
a lawyer?
Mr. BELIN.
Yes.
Mr. GUVES.
No.
Mr. BELIN.
Now when
you brought
him in, after
you brought
him in, which
was around
9:30,
how long did you stay
there?
Through
about
how many
minutes
of interrogation
before
you left?
Mr. GRAVES. Let’s see, from
9 :30 until
approximately
11:15, somewhere
along
there.
Mr.
BEZLJN. Were
you
in the room
in which
the interrogation
occurred
throughout
this period?
Mr. GUVES.
No.
Mr.
BELIN.
Well,
how long were
you in the room
where
he was being
interrogated?
Mr. G~vss.
About
10 minutes.
Mr. BELIN. You were there the first 10 minutes?
Mr. GRAVES. No ; last 10 minutes.
Mr. BELIN.
Did you hear
any of the initial
questions
of the interrogation
at all?
Mr. G~avss.
No.
Mr.
BELIW. Now
you accompanied
Oswald
down
from
his fifth
floor
jail
cell to Captain
Fritz’
otilee to be interrogated,
is that correct?
Mr. GRAVES. Yes.
Mr. BELIN.
Did you have any conversation
with
him when
you picked
him
up at his jail cell?
Mr. GRAVES. No.
Mr. BELIN.
Did you remember
telling
him he was going to be brought
down
for interrogation?
Mr. G~avss.
I told him they were going to transfer
him.
Mr. BELIN.
That is what
you told him?
Mr. GRAPES. Yes.
Mr. BELIN.
What
did he say as to that?
Mr.
GRAVES. Well,
he didn’t
have
anything
to say.
He didn’t
know
what
I think
he meant
from
one jail cell to another.
transfer
meant,
I don’t think.
He didn’t know that meant going to the county.
Mr. BELIN.
When you brought
him down to Captain
Fritz’
office, he of course
had been there before, hadn’t
he?
Mr. GRAVES. Oh, yes.
Mr. BELIN.
Did he have any comments
as he walked
in the office about being
interrogated
or anything
of that nature?
Mr. GUVES.
I don’t know.
He might
have said something
to the news media,
I don’t remember
what it was.
Mr. BELIN.
What
is the fact as to whether
or not Lee Harvey
Oswald
ever
requested
that he be provided
a lawyer,
insofar
as your own personal
knowledge
is concerned?
Did he ever make any such request
to you or in your
presence?
Mr. GRAVES. No, no; sure didn’t.
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Mr.
BELIN.
Do you know
of your
own personal
knowledge
whether
or not
he was ever advised
that he had a right to have a lawyer?
Mr. GRAVES. Not in my presence.
Mr. BELIN.
This is what
I am asking,
then, just of your
own knowledge?
Mr. GRAVES. No; he wasn’t.
Mr. BELIN.
He might
have been by someone
else, but it wasn’t
done before
you?
Mr. G~avxs.
Might
hare been by someone
else, but not in my presence.
Mr. BELIN.
Was thb as much contact
as you had with Oswald?
You indicate
you saw him in a showup
and you picked
him up in a jail cell and you brought
him down
to be interrogated
on November
24, when
you were present
during
about
10 minutes,
the latter
part of this interrogation.
Any other contacts
with
Oswald
apart
from
these?
Mr. GRAVES. No; not that I had direct
contact
with him.
Mr. BELIN.
What
was your
impression
of him, as far as a person
is concerned?
His demeanor,
his action,
what kind of a person he was?
Mr.
GRBVES. Well,
of course
I am not a psychiatrist
or psychologist,
but I
would
say he was an eight ball, in my vernacular.
Mr. BELIN.
An eight ball in Army
vernacular?
Mr. GRAVES. In any vernacular.
We deal with a lot of people in our business,
I would
say that he was egotistical.
as well as we run into all types of people.
Mr. BELIN.
Let me stop right
there.
What
gave you the impression
he was
egotistical?
A person
of his nature
and cocky
attitude,
Mr. G~vxs.
Well,
I don’t know.
I don’t know
exactly
how to explain
it.
Mr. BELIN.
Any specific
thing
that he did that gave you that impression,
that
you can remember
at all, or not?
Mr.
GRAVES. No;
not anything
in particular.
Again,
you just
have
to be
around
people.
I don’t know
how to explain
how people act to where
it means
I have been wrong
a few times,
anything,
but I know
what
it means
to me.
but I have been right
most of the time in summing
up how people
are, their
actions,
and so forth,
and I would
say this boy was a little
far out in his belief
about
things in general.
And the way he conducted
hisself.
He is just plain
egotistical,
that is all.
He don’t care about
you, me, or anybody
else.
He is caring
about
Oswald.
Mr. BELIN.
Can you think
of any specific
action
or remark
of his that might
be an illustration
of this?
Mr. G~avxs.
I can’t offhand,
no.
Mr. BELIN.
Well,
you described
him, you used the phrase
“eight
ball.”
You
used “egotistical.”
Can you use any other
adjective
that you think
would
apply
to him as you saw him?
Mr. GROVES. No ; I think
that pretty
well covers it, myself.
Mr. BELIN.
Was he generally
quiet,
or was he soft spoken,
or was he quick
to make
remarks?
Mr. GRAVES. Well, he was quick to answer
and quick
to make a remark
when
he was spoken to or asked a question.
Mr. BELIN.
Is he what
you would
categorize
as polite
in his answers
or not?
Mr. GRAVES. Not always
polite.
He was straightforward
and to the point,
and not necessarily
polite.
Don’t
lead me off in a channel
of psychiatry,
because
I am just telling
you
my own personal
feeling
about
the man, and I could
be wrong,
as I said.
So
I am not an expert
in that field.
I am just telling
you what
I think
about the
man, and you take it for what it is worth.
As I said, I could be wrong.
I have
been wrong
before.
Mr. BELIN.
Was he attentive
as you saw him.
I mean, did he-Mr. GRAVES. If you mean-he
is sharp
when it comes to talking
to the men.
He listened
to everything,
everybody
he saw, and he had an answer
by the time
you got through
asking
him.
That would
make him attentive.
In other words,
if he were asked a question,
Mr. BELIN.
This could be helpful.
did he pause before
he answered
the question,
or did he just shoot an answer
straight
back?
Mr. GRAPES. Just answered
right
back.
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Mr. BELIN. Were there any exceptions to this, that you could remember, or
was this almost invariably the case?
Mr. QRAVES.
Well, that was the case in everything that I heard him say. He
didn’t hunt for words, didn’t hesitate at all.
Mr. BELIN. Detective Graves, is there anything else you can think of that
might be relevant to this area of inquiry which involves anything to do with
Lee Harvey Oswald or the investigation
of the assassination, or the shooting
of Officer Tippit, that we haven’t discussed here?
Mr. GRAVES. At this point, I don’t recall anything else.
Mr. BELIN. Well, we certainly appreciate your cooperation, doubly so, because
we know you have been down here once before, and I want to tell you that you
have a right, if you would like, to read the transcript
of this deposition and
sign it and make any corrections that you wish, or you can just have the reporter
ship it to us directly in Washington, and waive the signing, whatever you want
to do? Do you have any preference at all?
Mr. GRAVES. Well, if I don’t sign it, it won’t make any difference anyway.
Mr. BELIN. You can waive it if you would like to.
Mr. Ga~vxs. I will waive it. It don’t make any difference to me.
Mr. BELIN. All right.
Mr. Ga~vxs. In the interest of time and ererything.
Mr. BELIN. Thanks a lot.

TESTIMONY

OF JAMES

R LEAVELLE

The testimony of James R. Leavelle was taken at 9:30 a.m., on April 7, 1934,
in the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervas
Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Messrs. Joseph A. Ball and Samuel A. Stern, assistant
counsel of the President’s
Commission.
Robert T. Davis, assistant attorney
general, was present.
Mr. BALL. Mr. Leavelle, will you stand and raise your right hand?
[Witness complying.]
Mr. BALL. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
Mr. LEAVELLE. I do.
Mr. BALL. Will you state you name, please?
Mr. LEAVELLE. James R. Leavelle.
Mr. BALL. And your address?
Mr. LEAVELLE. ‘7’703 R-i-l-l-a [spelling], Dallas, Tex.
Mr. BALL. And, what is your occupation?
Mr. LEA-E.
Detective, Dallas Police Department.
Mr. BALL. How long have you been on the department?
Mr. LEAVELLE. Fourteen years.
Mr. BALL. How long have you been in the homicide squad?
Mr. L~AVEI.L+E. A little over 5 years.
Mr. BALL. Tell me about where you were born and your education; what you
have done most of your life.
Mr. LEAVELLE. Well, I was born and raised mostly in Red River County in
east Texas and went into service. After leaving the service, coming out of
the service I worked for different companies here in Dallas until I joined the
department in 1950.
Mr. BALL. The purpose of our inquiry here is to find out facts concerning
the assassination of President Kennedy.
That’s the general purpose of it.
Mr. LEAVELLE. Yes.
Mr. BALL. You took part in the investigation,
did you not, as a member of
the Dallas Police Department?
Mr. LEA~ELLE. A minor part you might say. I didn’tt have much to do with
Oswald, myself.
Mr. BALL. Well, you talked to some of the witnesses, didn’t you?
Mr. LEAVELLE. Yes.
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