classical
records
we purchased
together.
I recall
that he l~nrticnlnrly
enjoyed
Tchaikovsky’s
“Russian
War
I)auce”.
Oswald
played
chess with both me and
Call.
Oswald
was not a very
good chess ljlayer.
although
he was better
than
I was.
It was my impression
that
Oswald
was quite
intelligent.
Ile 1,erformetl
his job no better
and no worse
than the average
Marine;
he made no effort
to
obtain
perfection.
His superiors
had to “keep after
him”
in order
to get him to
tinish
the job he had been assigned.
This surveillance
made him all the more
belligerent.
In my opiiiion,
one was likely
to fet better
results
from
him by
treating
him politely.
I do not recall
Oswald’s
engaging
in any fights.
except
for nonbelligerent
recreation
around
the barracks.
It is my impression
that Oswald’s
clearauc*e
\vas taken
away
from
him ; for
this reason,
I believe
he was made cnnipany
clerk
at Santa Alla.
I believe
that
Irefol’e Oswald
requested
his hardship
discharge.
the Sergeant
Jlnjor
was plnnning to take steps to “straighten
Oswald
out.”
Although
Oswald
may
have
drunk
at times,
I never
observed
him to be
intoxicated.
I do not remember
Osmald’s
studying
Spanish
or German
nor do I recall
any remarks
concerning
his religious
beliefs.
I remember
Oswald’s
having
a date with a girl who sljolie Russian.
I believe
Oswald
liked the girl a great
deal, but he was for some reason
unable
to get in
touch with her thereafter.
I have 110 recollection
of his receiving
any visitors.
Signed
this 3d day of June 19G4, at San Juan Bautista,
Calif.
(S ) James
Anthony
Botelho,
JAMES

AFFIDAVIT
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1964.

following

affidavit

OF
was

DONALD
executed

PRESIDEXT’S
COJIJIISSION
ON THE
ASSASSIN,ATIOS
OF
PRESIDENT
JOHN
F. KENNEDY

PETER
by Donald

ANTHOIVY

IIOTELHO.

CAMARATA
Peter

Camarata

on May

19,

AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
CozcatlJ of Santa
Cruz, ss:
I, Donald
Peter Camarata,
GO1 Burlingame
Avenue,
Capitola,
California,
heing
first duly sworn.
depose and say :
That Lee Harvey
Oswald
nrid
I were concurrently
stationed
at the following
military
installations
while we were both members
of the United
States Marine
Corps : Keesler
,%ir Force Base in Bilosi,
Mississippi
; the Marine
Air Stations
at El Toro and Santa
Ana, California,
and lbossiblg
the Sara1
Air Station
at
Jacksonville,
Florida.
Although
I served
in the Far East, Oswald
and I were
not in the same unit at that time.
While in the Jlarine
Corps, I heard from othe,r Marines
that Oswald
was stndying Russian.
I personally
observed
that
Oswald
had his name
written
in
Russian
on one of his jackets,
and played
records
of Russian
songs so loud that
one could hear them outside
the barracks.
Either
en route back to the United
States or subsequent
to my return,
I heard
a rumor
to the effect
that Oswald
had been in smile
way
responsible
for the
death
of Martin
Schrancl.
I have no personal
knowledge
of any such involvement.
I do not remember
who told me of this rumor,
and am not even certain
that I heard
it from more than one person.
Oswald
seldom,
if ever, left the post in the company
of other
Marines.
I
would
not characterize
Oswald
as an extremely
unfriendly
person;
he simply
did not often choose to be with his fellow
Marines
off post.
Oswald
was not particularly
prone
to fighting.
Although
he apparently
resented
the orders
of his superiors
no more than
does the average
Marine,
he
was more outspoken
than average
in his resentment.
However,
he gene,rally
followed
such orders.
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Although I have no firm impression of the level of Oswald’s intelligence, he
was a man who attempted to make other people believe he was intelligent.
I know from rumor that Oswald received a newspaper printed in Russian.
I was informed by my fellow Marines that one of his superiors-either
the
First Sergeant or a Lieutenant-asked
Oswald why he read this paper.
I have no recollection
of Oswald’s studying or speaking either Spanish or
German: of any remarks on his part concerning Communism, Russia. or Cuba :
of his religious beliefs : of any abnormal attitude toward women on his part ; or
of his receiving any visitors.
Oswald was nicknamed “0~“.
Signed this 19th day of May, 1964, at Santa Cruz, Calif.
(S) Donald Peter Camarata.
DOXALD

AFFIDAVIT

OF

PETER

FRANCIS

CAMARATA.

CONNOR

The following affidavit was executed by Peter Francis
PRESIDDST’S
COJIMISSION
ON THE ASSASSISATIOS
OF
PRESIDDNT
JOHN F. KESNEDY
STATE

PETER

Connor on May 22, 19&l.
AFFIDAVIT

OF CONNECTICUT,

of New Hagen, as:
I, Peter Francis Connor, 2i I’laum Drive, West Haven, Connecticut. being
first duly sworn, depose and say :
That, while I was in the Marine Corps, I was stationed at Atsugi, .Japan,
with Lee Harvey Oswald.
Oswald had the reputation of being a good worker.
I observed that he was not
personally neat. I remember that while Oswald was in .Japan, he wore an
expert rifleman’s medal.
I never heard Oswald make any anti-American
or pro-Communist
statements.
He claimed to be named after Robert I<. Lee, whom he characterized
as the
greatest man in history.
Althoueh
Oswald encraeed in several fights-one
of them with a Robert
Demurs:1
have no recollection as to how good a fighter he was.
Oswald did not choose to associate with his fellow Marines. nor did they
choose to associate with him. IIe often responded to the orders of his superiors
with insolent remarks.
I have no recollection to how much Oswald drank.
He read a great deal, but
I was of the oninion that Oswald was intelligent.
I do not remember what sort of books he read.
Oswald was nicknamed “Harv.”
This was a shortened version of his middle
name ; for some reason it upset him to be called by it.
I have no recollection
concerning Oswald’s religious beliefs, his attitude
toward women, or what he did off post.
Signed this 22d day of May, 1964, at West Haven, Conn.
(S) Peter Francis Connor,

County

PETER

AFFIDAVIT

OF

ALLEN

The following affidavit was executed by Xllen
PRESIDEST’S
COMMISSION
ON THE ASSASSISATIOS
OF
PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KESNEDY
STATE

OF NEW

FRASCIS

COSSOR.

D. GRAF

D. Graf on June 15, 1964.
AFFIDAVIT

YOBK,

of Erie, aa:
I, Allen D. Graf, 31 East Itica Street, Buffalo, Sew York, being first duly
sworn, depose and say :
That I served in the I’nited States Marine Corps from 194s to 1961. While
stationed in California, I was Lee Harvey Oswald’s Platoon Sergeant.
Coun,ty
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