Although I have no firm impression of the level of Oswald’s intelligence, he
was a man who attempted to make other people believe he was intelligent.
I know from rumor that Oswald received a newspaper printed in Russian.
I was informed by my fellow Marines that one of his superiors-either
the
First Sergeant or a Lieutenant-asked
Oswald why he read this paper.
I have no recollection
of Oswald’s studying or speaking either Spanish or
German: of any remarks on his part concerning Communism, Russia. or Cuba :
of his religious beliefs : of any abnormal attitude toward women on his part ; or
of his receiving any visitors.
Oswald was nicknamed “0~“.
Signed this 19th day of May, 1964, at Santa Cruz, Calif.
(S) Donald Peter Camarata.
DOXALD
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CONNOR

The following affidavit was executed by Peter Francis
PRESIDDST’S
COJIMISSION
ON THE ASSASSISATIOS
OF
PRESIDDNT
JOHN F. KESNEDY
STATE

PETER

Connor on May 22, 19&l.
AFFIDAVIT

OF CONNECTICUT,

of New Hagen, as:
I, Peter Francis Connor, 2i I’laum Drive, West Haven, Connecticut. being
first duly sworn, depose and say :
That, while I was in the Marine Corps, I was stationed at Atsugi, .Japan,
with Lee Harvey Oswald.
Oswald had the reputation of being a good worker.
I observed that he was not
personally neat. I remember that while Oswald was in .Japan, he wore an
expert rifleman’s medal.
I never heard Oswald make any anti-American
or pro-Communist
statements.
He claimed to be named after Robert I<. Lee, whom he characterized
as the
greatest man in history.
Althoueh
Oswald encraeed in several fights-one
of them with a Robert
Demurs:1
have no recollection as to how good a fighter he was.
Oswald did not choose to associate with his fellow Marines. nor did they
choose to associate with him. IIe often responded to the orders of his superiors
with insolent remarks.
I have no recollection to how much Oswald drank.
He read a great deal, but
I was of the oninion that Oswald was intelligent.
I do not remember what sort of books he read.
Oswald was nicknamed “Harv.”
This was a shortened version of his middle
name ; for some reason it upset him to be called by it.
I have no recollection
concerning Oswald’s religious beliefs, his attitude
toward women, or what he did off post.
Signed this 22d day of May, 1964, at West Haven, Conn.
(S) Peter Francis Connor,

County

PETER
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The following affidavit was executed by Xllen
PRESIDEST’S
COMMISSION
ON THE ASSASSISATIOS
OF
PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KESNEDY
STATE

OF NEW

FRASCIS

COSSOR.

D. GRAF

D. Graf on June 15, 1964.
AFFIDAVIT

YOBK,

of Erie, aa:
I, Allen D. Graf, 31 East Itica Street, Buffalo, Sew York, being first duly
sworn, depose and say :
That I served in the I’nited States Marine Corps from 194s to 1961. While
stationed in California, I was Lee Harvey Oswald’s Platoon Sergeant.
Coun,ty
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Oswald often complained about the Marine Corps; he seemed to me to resent
all military authority.
He also seemed narrow-minded,
refusing to listen to
the views of others.
Once, at the rifle range, I had a long discussion with Oswald concerning why
he found it difficult to adapt to the Marine Corps. He explained that his mother
had had a great deal of trouble during the depression and that when he was
young, he had often not had enough to eat. He felt that he had been forced
to accept responsibility
at a premature age. He remarked that he was tired
of being “kicked around.”
Oswald never gave to me any indicvation of favoring Communism or opposing
capitalism.
It was difficult to judge the level of Oswald’s intelligence, because he seldom
stated his opinions.
However, with regard to his job in the Marine Corps,
Oswald learned quickly.
Oswald went to a great many movies, and did not often engage in sports.
It is my recollection that Oswald enjoyed firing a rifle, and scored in the
“high expert” range.
Oswald did not drink excessively, and kept his temper-if
indeed he had a
temper-in
check.
I have no recollection of Oswald’s studying foreign languages; of where he
went when he had time off; of his reading habits or religious beliefs: or of any
nicknames for him. Sor do I remember his having any dates.
Signed this 15th day of June, 1964, at Buffalo, N.Y.
(S) Allen D. Graf,
ALLEN D. GRAF.
AFFIDAVIT

OF

JOHN

RENE

HEINDEL

The following affidavit was esecuted by John Rene Heindel on May 19, 1964.
PRESIDENT’S
COMMISSION
AFFIDAVIT
ON THE ASSASSINATION
OF
PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KENNEDY
STATE OF LOUISIANA,
Parish of New Orleans, 88:
I, John Rene Heindel, 812 Belleville Street, New Orleans, Louisiana, being
first duly sworn, depose and say :
That I served in the United States Marine Corps from July 15, 1957, until
July 15, 1961. I was stationed at Atsugi, Japan, with Lee Harvey Oswald.
I recall that Oswald was often in trouble for failure to adhere to rules and
regulations and gave the impression of disliking any kind of authority.
While in the Marine Corps, I was often referred to as “Hidell”-pronounced
so as to rhyme with “Rydell” rather than “Fidel.”
This was a nickname and
not merely an inadvertent mispronounciation.
It is possible that Oswald might
have heard me being called by this name; indeed he may himself have called
me “Hidell.”
However, I have no specific recollection of his either using or
hearing this name.
Although
I generally regarded Oswald as an intelligent
person, I did not
observe him to be particularly
interested in politics or international
affairs.
While in Japan, Oswald drank a good deal, at times becoming intoxicated.
He was willing to do so because he did not greatly care whether or not he got
back to the post on time.
Oswald did not often talk back to his superiors, but was likely to complain
about their orders when he was alone with his fellow Marines.
Oswald generally went on liberty by himself; I therefore do not know what
his activities off post were.
I do not recall Oswald’s being called by any nicknames.
Although our Marine Air Group was sent to Formosa for a period of time, I
am unable to remember Oswald’s being there.
Signed this 19th day of May, 1964, at New Orleans, La.
(S) John Rene Heindel,
JOHN

318

RENE

HEINDEL.

